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q The ALLIANCE is the most pro- 
gressive Jewish fraternal order in 
America. 


{The ALLIANCE combines educa- J E I S H 


tional and social activities in the 
Jewish and Labor fields with sub- 


stantial benefits to its members. N A I I O N A L 
q The ALLIANCE has a modern 
insurance system. issuing policies 


? 
100 to $3,000 (Whole Life or W O R K E R S 
ser Penenent) and Health Insur- 


ance for $6, $10 and $15 per week. 


Members pay according to their ALLI AN( ‘E 
Bi at entry. Age limit. 18 to 60 ' 
= 





years. 


q The ALLIANCE grants liberal 
privileges on its policies. Paid-up 
policies. extended insurance. cash 
surrender and loan values. 


THE LABOR ZIONIST 
ithe ALTools credit unions FRATERNAL ORDER 


and other cooperative institutions. 
7 
95th ANNIVERSARY YEAR—1937 


For Information Write: 


404-4th AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone: AShland 4-9430 
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MIRROR sa 
FOR GIRLS 


FOR BOYS 


FLEISCHMANNS, ws YORK 


VIED @& VAL 


Under ownership of JOSEPH KESHNER since 1918 
Amid most beautiful scenery in the Catskill Mountains, 2,500 feet above sea level, 
one-half mile from village. Playground of 250 acres. Modern bungalows. Expert 
counsellors. Doctor and trained nurse. Kosher, home cooked food. Horseback, 
swimming, dancing, music, and other sports. Write for booklet. 
Trained nurses for kindergarten children. 
Rate $175. for full nine week season, including laundry. 


JOSEPH KESHNER, city address: 2185 Grand Concourse, Bronx, N. Y. 
FOrdham 5-2359 


CAMP TABOR FOR GIRLS 
LAKE COMO — PENNSYLVANIA 


Four hours from New York City—Elevation 2,000 feet 


A complete and co-ordinated tage offering expert instruction and supervision in 
all Land and Water Sports; Music; Dancing; Dramatics; Arts and Crafts; Nature. 
Hebrew instruction planned to develop int silwent and interested understanding of 
Jewish values. Modern sanitation; bungalows ee lake. Resident physician; 
nurse; dietician; camp Mother. Dietary laws observed. iscriminating and _ cultured 

















clientele. Accommodations for visiting guests. Camp fee $250 for season, July 1 to 
—- 3lst. Under the personal supervision of the directors who are trained 
educators. 


Directors: 
(Mrs. J. B.) Pauline C. Grossman 
NEW YORK CITY 


Rabbi Jacob B. Grossman 


438 WEST 116th STREET 
MOnument 2-5424 














NON-COMMERCIAL camp for boys and girls 
featuring a Jewish educational program. All 





sports, including tennis, swimming, horseback 

riding, baseball, hiking, basketball. Other ac- 

tivities include gardening, nature study. dra- : 6) 

matics, dancing, singing, photography, arts and re on x hea ~), 

crafts. Special educational project for younger oe GODEFFROY, ‘ey 3 yy 
pttebe 


children. Unusually beautiful grounds. Dietary 
laws observed. Competent supervision. 
For information apply to: 
MR. D. RUDAVSKY, Administrator 


CAMP ACHVAH 


City Office 71 West 47th Street, New York, N. Y. 
Telephone BRyant 9-0850 
Rates: 10 week season—$165—5 week season—$90 
Including Registration Fee 


Located in the foothills of the 

Catskill Mountains — about 

miles from C.—six miles 
from Port Jervis. 


—Illth Consecutive Season— 
Conducted by Bureau of 


Jewish Education, New York 
DR. S. BENDERLY, Director 


es seo 











For a Real Labor Zionist Atmosphere—For Stimulating 
Recreation and a Congenial Environment 


SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO 


Camp Kinderwelt 


For Boys and Girls, 7 to 16 
HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 


The glorious summer colony of 
the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance, in the heart of the 
Bear Mountain Country, 43 
miles from New York City. 

@ EVERY RECREATIONAL FACILITY 

@® THE BEST FOOD 

@ FINEST SOCIAL AND 

®@ CULTURAL PROGRAM 

@ MODERATE RATES 


Also Unser Camp for Adults 


For additional information: 


UNSER CAMP & KINDERWELT 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 
New York Office: 251 Fourth Avenue 
CAledonia 5-1506 AShland 4-9430 
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FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 


OUR CAMP DEPARTMENT WILL 
BE HAPPY TO ANSWER YOUR 
CAMP QUERIES FREE OF CHARGE 


IN WRITING US, PLEASE STATE 
THE PROSPECTIVE CAMPER'S 
NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, ETC. ALSO 
APPROXIMATE LOCATION, FEE, 
AND KIND OF CAMP DESIRED 


# 
Address 


CAMP DIRECTOR 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
1225 Broadway New York 








CAMP UTOPIA 


NARROWSBURG. N. Y. 
100 miles from New York City 

FOR GIRLS — FOR BOYS 
Located in the Shawanga Mountains. 2 
Separate Camps. 1,400 feet altitude. 
Private lake. All land and water sports. 
Parents accommodated. Jewish Dietary 
Laws and Sabbath Observed. 
LAURA J. LIEBOW ISIDORE LIEBOW 


3553 Bedford Avenue. Brookl am N. Y. 
Phone: ESplanade 7- 




















Girle Boys 


ce CAMP MODIN 


LAKE GEORGE, CANAAN, 6-18 
Highest Standards in — 
Care and Educational Activities. 
All land and _ ~water = sports. 

Jewish Cultural aaa 
Directors 
I. B. Berkson, iw D.; A. M. Dush- 
kin, Ph.D.; A. yo ee M.A. 
Booklets: Mrs. ° B. Berkson, M.A. 
8 W. 40th ST., N. Y. C., PE. 6-8576 
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CAMPS 


PORT JERVIS, N. Y. 





Five Progressive Cultural Camps 
Conducted Separately for Special 
Age Groups 


EIGHTEEN SUCCESSFUL 
SEASONS 


Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic 
activities, cultural influences, 
Sabbath observance 


Send for Descriptive Booklet 
Rates $175 for the season 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 8Sth St., N. Y. C. 
Tel. ATwater 9-5010 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF JEWISH SOCIAL WELFARE 


: MOST OF American Jewry, we imagine, 
social work means charitable endeavor. In 
reality, the Jewish social worker performs ser- 
vices to the community which are far beyond the 
narrow scope of traditional Zedakah. He is the 
civil servant of the institutions created voluntarily 
by different sections of the community. Profes- 
sionalization of the field has made him more than 
a public official. He guides and, to a large ex- 
tent, forniulates and determines policies and prac- 
tices in all walks of communal life. 

The National Conference of Jewish Social 
Welfare is a deliberative body which meets an- 
nually to consider all aspects of the manifold ac- 
tivities as conducted by its various sections. This 
year’s conference, which will be held on May 18th 
to 23rd at Indianapolis, will have as its major con- 
cern “the problem of unity of action in Jewish 
communal life.” It is meeting under more propi- 
tious circumstances than it has during several 
years of the crisis. A number of factors have 
contributed to reducing the usual high tension and 
uncompromising attitudes. These have been: 
the election of Roosevelt, the recent victories of 
labor, the extension of social security in the na- 
_ tion, the realization that the social revolution is 
not around the corner, and the conciliatory at- 
tempts on the part of the extremists to come to a 
compromise with the leading forces in Jewish 
communal life. 

Encouraged by these developments, the par- 
ticipants in the Conference should be cognizant 
of the grave responsibility which the demand of 
the hour places upon them. There is need for 
greater clarity within the field of Jewish social 
work, especially in its relationship to the Jewish 
community. Such reactionary anti-union measures 
as evinced by the Brooklyn Jewish Hospital under- 
mine one’s faith in organized Jewish life. The 
Conference must take a definitely positive stand 
on the question of unionization in the field, which 
is the sine qua non, the essential to a realistic ap- 
proach to the changing social order. On the other 
hand, the practitioner in the field must realize 
that trade unionism alone and mere lip service 
to such slogans as fight against anti-Semitism are 
not enough. He is not only a servant of the 
Jewish community but also a member of it. His 
active participation as a constructive force is essen- 
ital and will be of aid to him in achieving his aims 





as a worker, since there can be no Jewish social 
work without a Jewish community. 

To a large extent the control of the field is stil 
in the hands of those who are either assimilation- 
ists or totally indifferent to Jewish values and 
contemporary social trends. 

Such anomalies as ‘‘Jewish” child care institu- 
tions and children’s placement agencies without 
provision for any Jewish education or training to 
prepare the child to live as a Jew must not be 
tolerated. The rush in the field of family care 
work to adopt all kinds of fads and the excessive 
attention to psychiatric work without any attempts 
to connect it with the cultural background of the 
client and the needs of the community are to be 
deprecated. There are too many rumors in cir- 
culation about admission quotas for Jewish 
nurses in the training schools, and interneships in 
some outstanding Jewish hospitals which ave hand- 
ed out only to nice boys of prominent families. The 
control over the important field of fund-raising 
and distributive agencies is being taken over by a 
group of assimilationists, some of whom are open- 
ly hostile to any form of Jewish group survival 
in America. The meager rations given to Jewish 
education and its control by persons of 
autocratic and union-breaking tendencies are sub- 
jects worthy of complete exposure. 

The attitude of many social workers to Zionism 
and to Labor Palestine is a favorable one. The 
Jewish Center workers went so far as to pass a 
resolution at their last conference favoring the 
work of the Labor Zionist movement in its recon- 
struction of Palestine—and we congratulate them 
on having taken that stand., The Center workers 
deserve no less praise for their positive attitudes 
to the perpetuation of Jewish communal values. 
But the Conference of Jewish Social Workers as 
a whole, has not yet reached the point of readiness 
to endorse our movement. We hope that this 
will take place at the forthcoming session in 
Indianapolis. We know that there is no quick 
cure for the evils in Jewish social life. A mere 
formula will not do. Opening these questions to 
bold and free enquiry will prepare the road for 
action, earnestly wished for by those who are 
interested in a strong, healthy, democratic and 
progressive Jewish community life. To those who 
are meeting at Indianapolis we send our greet- 
ings and wishes for fruitful deliberations and work. 
















"POLONIZATION" 
OF POLAND... 
E NEW declaration of 
Colonel Jan Kowalewski, 
the “Chief of Staff’ of the 
“Camp of National Unity’, the 
ruling clique of Poland, is an 
inevitable step in its political de- 
velopment since Pilsudski’s coup 
d'etat. It goes without saying 
that in countries with a sizeable 
Jewish population, Fascism will 
be based on the convenient issue 
of Jewish economic or cultural 
monopoly. Each country has 
its own brand of Fascism. In 
a country with a long tradition 
of devotion to the Catholic 
Church, Fascism cannot be made 
a racial issue. It must be 
“Christian” and religious. As- 
similationist ideology is so com- 
pletely bankrupt that only a few 
of the Polish counterparts of 
Herr Neumann’s Nazi Jews will 
stop at the baptismal font be- 
fore entering the sacred portals 
of ‘national unity.” Hence, 
the declaration of the Colonel 
that “Jews as Jews are no more 
entitled than Tartars or Mo- 
hammedans to membership in a 
corporation which is based on 
the supremacy of the ‘Christian 
principle” will not stimulate 
wholesale conversion among 
Polish Jewry. We leave the 
examination of the “Christian- 
ity” of these principles to our 
liberal Christian contempora- 
ries. As to the decision of has- 
tening the emigration of Jews 
through “the more rapid Polon- 
ization of the economic life in 
Poland”, this is a post facto dec- 
laration of a policy long pursued 
by the government, which will 
soon find its place in the statute 
books. 

The Polish Jews alone can- 
not stop this increasing trend 
toward fascization. They are 
the ones who face it first; the 
same tendency will eventually be 
an actual and immediate threat 
to Poland’s workers and pea- 
sants. 
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AN ARMY WITHOUT BANNERS 
N THE thirteen hundred-odd colleges of this 


country, there are now registered an army of 
105,000 Jewish young men and women. And 
proportionately they outnumber non-Jewish stud- 
ents at the ratio of two and a half to one. These 
figures, recently revealed by Rabbi Lee J. Levin- 
ger, occasioned outbursts of pride and enthusiasm 
in the Jewish press. 


Though we gladly join the chorus of congratu- 
lations at this display of Jewish interest in higher 
education, the new responsibilities entailed by this 
news-item sober us. We know only too well that 
the bulk of these undergraduates enrolled not 
solely from mere love of learning: they throng 
college halls for definite economic reasons. Their 
parents being engaged in a restricted number of 
urban trades, the new generation expects to earn a 
more comfortable livelihood by becoming profes- 
sional men, by obtaining managerial jobs, by per- 
forming expert clerical or salesmanship work—all 
of which occupations necessitate collegiate train- 
ing. But everyone familiar with the economic 
problems which confront American Jewry knows 
such expectations to be almost foredoomed to fail- 
ure. The overcrowded professions of medicine 
and law—in which Jewish practitioners largely de- 
pend on a Jewish clientele—offer no rosy pros- 
pects. Positions in engineering, architecture, pub- 
lic utilities, and certain branches of civil service, 
are practically closed to Jews. Even salesmanship 
jobs and other white collar positions become daily 
more inaccessible to Jewish applicants. And the 
Jewish college graduate cannot individually break 
down the walls of discrimination. American Jew- 
ry must somehow come to his aid, or the economic 
hopes of its college-trained youth will meet with 
heart-breaking disappointment. Extremely diffic- 
ult, of course, is the task of battling against anti- 
Jewish discrimination, since one finds it among 
Jewish as well as non-Jewish employers. More- 
over, the task of widening the scope and range of 
Jewish occupational interests by inducing youth to 
enter basic industries like agriculture and the pro- 
duction of raw material is virtually hopeless. But 
still, organized American Jewry can do something 
in the way of creating openings in many new 
trades, and may batter down some of the barriers 
of prejudice in fields which Jews have already en- 
tered. Without such concerted effort by respon- 
sible Jewish bodies, the economic future of the 
105,000 is almost blank. 


Aside from helping this army of Jewish stud- 
ents to integrate themselves more widely into the 
American economic environment, American Jewry 
should face and tackle another, and equally im- 
portant task. 


It should undertake, even if be- 
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latedly, to initiate the 105,000 into the heritage of 
their Jewish cultural background. Unfortunately, 
only about 25% of our undergraduates were given 
any type of Jewish education whatsoever. And of 
that 25%, but an infinitesmally small number at- 
tained anything beyond a rudimentary contact 
with Jewish civilization. Defrauded by their par- 
ents from an understanding of Jewish values, Jew- 
ish college students are heading towards a cheap, 
vulgarized type of assimilation. Most of them 
think in terms of material success. Aware of anti- 
Jewish hostility, they mistakenly believe that the 
discomfort of being a Jew can be avoided by indis- 
criminately submerging into the American back- 
ground. No training has prepared them to real- 
ize that the Jew’s trying to become just like his 
neighbors, only intensifies Jew-hatred and makes 
the Jew (no matter how emancipated) lose his 
dignity as a human being. Surrendering one’s 
group identity, as these students may some day 
come to know, is no boon to America or to inter- 
nationalism, but merely corrodes one’s integrity. 
By rushing headlong into assimilation the 105,000 
students already endure all the inconveniences of 
being treated like Jews, without enjoying the com- 
pensating participation in the achievements of 
Jewish national cultural life. 


On most campuses of the larger universities, 
there are to be sure so-called Jewish Student Asso- 
ciations. But their activities do not extend far be- 
yond catering to kosher stomachs and arranging 
an occasional get-together, topped off with a little 
religious pep talk by a young local rabbi. This 
sickly gruel-Judaism obviously cannot produce 
within the student any intelligent relationship with 
his people. It only accelerates the tempo toward 
assimilation. Even the more ambitious cultural 
programs fostered by intellectual Jewish societies 
stimulate but few invigorating results. Perhaps it 
might prove more helpful to endow university 
chairs on Jewish history, language and literature 
for which regular credit would be given. But 
what the student chiefly needs is direct contact 
with the life-currents of Jewish national and cul- 
tural activity in America and Palestine. And this 
intimacy can be brought to him only when Amer- 
ican Jewry as an organized entity will seriously 
meet its obligations to its young people. 


For the present the 105,000 Jewish students 
are an army without banners. A small handful 
may have joined the ranks of Communism which 
only offers them the newest cliche for assimilation. 
Another sprinkling may have identified themselves 
with the Zionist or the Socialist-Zionist move- 
ment; but such affiliations are only skin-deep. 
The problem of more fundamentally integrating 
these young people into Jewish and American life, 
and of saving their integrity—as well as helping 
them get adjusted economically—is one which or- 
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ganized Jewry dare not shirk. Dodging these res- 
ponsibilities to this vast army of college youth will 
only condemn American Jewry to suicide. 


ANTI-SEMITISM ANALYZED 
HE SURVEY of Rabbi J. X. Cohen on 


economic discrimination against Jews in the 
white collar trades and professions has deservedly 
received a great deal of attention. There is 
little in the study that has not been generally 
known or surmised among the more aware sec- 
tions of American Jewry. The service performed 
by the author of this study consists in the main 
of giving factual background to generalizations. 
American Jewry is bound to become more and 
more middle-class and ‘white collar” in its class 
composition. The fact that the steadily increas- 
ing labor markets of the large corporations, util- 
ities and chain stores are closing to Jews, is 
wrought with dire consequences for the economic 
structure of American Jewry. 

The problem will certainly never be solved to 
complete satisfaction within the present boundar- 
ies of a greedy profit system of production. Only 
doctrinaires, however, will decry the remedial 
measures proposed by Rabbi Cohen. He is very 
realistic in his assumption that these will not solve 
the problem. Many firms will not yield to friend- 
ly intercessions. Careless assertions and noisy 
interventions may turn out to be useless in dealing 
with many private firms. The case of the utilities 
is different. A well-organized pressure on the 
part of consumers might help. Above all, before 
we begin to solve the problem in the general 
community, we ought to clean our own house. 
There are too many wealthy Jews, some of whom 
are prominent in communal activities, who refuse 
to employ Jewish help. The “run-away” shops, 
a predominantly Jewish phenomenon, were stop- 
ped from spreading further, by legislation and 
court action. This cannot be done in the case 
of Jewish anti-Semites; there are means of com- 
munity pressure, limited though they may be. But 
before that, we have to know the facts. Let the 
American Jewish Congress investigate anti-Jewish 
employment discrimination among Jews. Rabbi 
Cohen owes the Jewish community another schol- 
arly and useful study. The task may not be 
pleasant. We are very often averse to discussing 
our own shortcomings. Let us now be open and 


candid. 


THE PLOUGH AND THE BOMB 
a JEWRY now commemorates the 


passing of a whole year since Arab rioters in 
Jaffa first beat to death Jewish laborers peacefully 
on their way to work. The disturbances began on 
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Sunday, April 19, 1936. Starting with that 
bloody Sunday, Arab “nationalists” have conduct- 
ed an anti-Jewish campaign of vandalism and 
murder. Aided by Nazi ammunition and fascist 
funds—terrorist gangs have uprooted 200,000 
trees, burned down 17,000 dunams of crops, and 
killed from ambush 102 Jews. Among the vic- 
tims were children fast asleep on the porches of 
their homes, physicians and nurses devoted to 
healing the Arab sick, as well as Jewish workers 
who, at the risk of their own lives, succeeded in 
draining swamps which had long been sources of 
disease to the Arab population. 


The responsibility for the murder of these mar- 
tyrs, the Yishuv (Jewish community) places upon 
the Mandatory power. For the Palestinian auth- 
orities have neglected to take essential precaution- 
ary measures to prevent the outbreaks of rioting, 
and, after the outrages began, have failed ade- 
quately to protect the lives of its law-abiding citi- 
zens. Moreover, the Palestinian government, 
while ostensibly punishing lawlessness, still per- 
mits dissemination of Arab propaganda encourag- 
ing bloodshed, and systematically absolves the or- 
ganizers of Arab murder gangs. (Incidentally, 
some of those acknowledged organizers are actu- 
ally continuing to hold public office and to receive 
government salaries—derived, ironically enough, 
from the very tax monies largely paid by Jews). 


Such a state of affairs, Jewry the world over, 
and Palestinian Jewry in particular, protests with 
indignation. And in the face of British condona- 
tion of fascist Arab outrages, Jewish Palestine is 
firmly united in resisting all open and underhand 
attempts to liquidate Zionism through limiting the 
scope of the Jewish National Home. 


But the Yishuv not only mourns its dead, and 
voices its just demands. It also replies to Arab 
bombing by Jewish building. On March 12, 
1937, two Jewish shepherds of Kfar Hahoresh 
were wantonly murdered. In commemoration, on 
March 21, 1937—between the sunrise and sunset 
of a single day—several hundred Jewish workers 
erected on the edge of a Palestinian wilderness all 
the buildings for two new cooperatives, named 
Masada and Ain Hakora. The Yishuv also re- 
membered constructively the three Jewish workers 
slain in ambush at Yavniel. On April 14, 1937, 
in the presence of these victims’ parents, Jewish 
workers inaugurated Mishmar Hashlosha 
(‘‘Watch of the Three”). Since the outbreak of 
the disturbances, twelve new settlements have 
been founded and twelve others are on the way. 
For even when confronted by the bodies of his 
murdered comrades, the Jewish worker remains 
unshaken in his faith that the plough is mightier 
than the bomb. 











JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS' 
ALLIANCE 


N MORE than one hundred communities 

throughout the United States and Canada, the 
Labor Zionist movement will this month join in 
celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the Jewish Na- 
tional Workers’ Alliance. Founded twenty-five 
years ago in protest against the shallowness and 
indifference of Jewish fraternal organizations to 
matters of Jewish national and general social 
import, the Alliance has remained singularly alone 
as an organization striving for wholeness and 
productiveness in American Jewish life. A frat- 
ernal benefit society, dedicated to the principles 
of mutual aid to its members in time of need and 
distress, the Alliance has conceived its conserva- 
tionist functions to include also insurance, in a 
higher sense, of Jewish national and cultural 
values. Therefore its chain of schools, its camps 
and institutions, its pioneering efforts in the field 
of Yiddish literature and Jewish learning. There- 
fore, too, its militant participation in every activ- 
ity leading to the improvement of the condition 
of the Jewish masses in this country and abroad. 
Therefore, above all, its unbounded devotion 
to the task of upbuilding the Jewish labor home- 
land in Palestine. The Labor Zionist movement 
hails the Alliance jubilee as its own. 








Ready May 19th 


A Social and Religious 
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By Salo W. Baron 
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.. . to study and see for oneself the 
Old and New in Jewish Life 


TheCompass Travel Bureau 


offers two tours 


A. JEWERIES OLD AND NEW 
visiting 

Egypt - PALESTINE - Roumania 

Poland - Czechoslovakia 
Austria and Italy 
A Two Months All Inclusive Tour 

Leader: DR. SAMUEL DININ 

Registrar, Jewish Teachers Seminary 








B. NEW WORLD AND OLD 
visiting 
England - RUSSIA - Scandinavia 
Egypt - PALESTINE - Italy - France 
62 Days All Inclusive Tour 


Leader: 
PROF. BERNHARD OSTROLENK 
City College of New York 








For descriptive literature and further details 


Compass Travel Bureau 


55 WEST 42nd STREET NEW YORK CITY 
LOngacre 5-3070 
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A Combination of Jewish Tradition With American 
Modernism 





All Comforts of Home Environment in a Resortenm 


HOTEL FURST 
FALLSBURGH, N. Y. S. 


All Athletic Activities, Exquisite Cuisine 
Dietary Laws Strictly Observed 
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The CENTRAL PLAZA 


111 SECOND AVENUE, N. Y. ORchard 4-6300 


invites your inspection of its five BALLROOMS, 
newly redecorated, and especially the newly built 
most luxurious “NORDANDIE ROOM" for Banquets, 
Balls, Weddings, etc., also MODERN MEETING 
ROOMS in our ANNEX. Strictly Union Caterers 
A. ELLNER, Caterer for All Occasions 
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ROSOFFS 
RESTAURANT 
147 West 43rd Street 
at Times Square New York 
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Labor Ethics and the Hospital 


N APRIL 22, 1937, the New York Times 
reported: 


“Sixteen former employes of the Brooklyn Jewish Hos- 
pital and the president of their local union, all accused of 
participating in the eight-hour sit-down strike at the hos- 
pital on March 15, were found guilty yesterday on four 
counts of endangering property and the lives of patients 
in a conspiracy to prevent internes. and nurses from work- 
ing. 
“The defendants were continued in bail for investigation, 
and sentence was set for 10 A.M. on April 30. According 
to Assistant District Attorney Edward Levine, who prosecu- 
ted the case, the defendants may receive a suspended sen- 
tence up to one year in the city prison on each count, and 
under the Parole Law the court at its discretion may com- 
mit them to the City Parole Commission for an indetermin- 
ate sentence not to exceed three years on each count. 

“The decision, which was unanimous, was handed down 
by Justice Alvah Burlingame, Alfred J. Hofmann and 
John V. Flood in the Court of Special Sessions in Brook- 
lyn. The defendants, all members of the Hospital Work- 
ers Union, Local 171, went on trial last Thursday. 

“Of particular significance was the fact that the defend- 
ants were found guilty of the count charging them with 
violating Section 1910 of the Penal Law. This statute, 
which was enacted by the New York State Legislature in 
1881 and has never before been invoked, according to 


An Inquiry by Jewish Frontier 


lawyers, makes it a misdemeanor to endanger property 
or human lives by a refusal to labor. 

“Defense Counsel Edward Kuntz and William H. Miller, 
in asking the court to dismiss the charges at the end of 
their case yesterday afternoon, challenged this section 
as unconstitutional and declared it was in direct conflict 
with the Thirteenth Amendment in that it attempted to 
foster involuntary servitude. They charged that if the 
section was applied in this case it would be used in the 
future “in every strike situation to force workers to labor 
involuntarily.” 

“According to a spokesman for the Hospital Workers 
Union, there are 45,000 hospital maintenance workers in 
the metropolitan area whose “right to strike is seriously 
abridged by the invoking of this section of the Penal Law.” 

“After the court had rendered its decision) Mr. Miller 
pointed out that inasmuch as the section referred to en- 


- dangering “life or property,” it might conceivably be in- 


voked in almost any labor dispute, as somebody’s property 
is endangered in every strike. 
Section 1910 of the Penal Law reads as follows: 

“A person who wilfully and maliciously, either alone 
or in combination with others, breaks a contract of ser- 
vice or hiring, knowing, or having reasonable cause to 
believe, that the probable consequences of his so doing 
will be to endanger human life, or to cause grievous 
bodily injury, or to expose valuable property to destruc- 
tion or serious injury, is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 


OLLOWING the conviction of the former 

hospital employes, Jewish Frontier mailed out 

a questionnaire to some thirty individuals prom- 

inent in labor, social service and educational 

circles. As we go to press, we are in a position 

to offer eight replies to the following set of 
questions : ; 

1) Do workers in hospitals, social agencies, 
orphan homes, mental hygienic clinics, re- 
creational centers, family case work organi- 
zations, etc., have the same right in de- 
manding decent standards of work as em- 
ployees in private, profit-making industry? 

2) Is a labor union desirable in a hospital or 
other social institutions ? 

3) Is a labor union workable in a hospital or 
other social institutions ? 

4) Isa strike in a hospital an unsocial and un- 
desirable way to achieve decent standards 
of work? 

5) Have you any other comments to make 
relative to problems of labor employed in 
hospitals, clinics and similar institutions? 


From MORRIS WATSON 
American Newspaper Guild 
Mr. Watson answers “yes” to the first three 
questions. 
On the fourth he says, ‘The right to strike is 
inviolate for everybody.” 
On the fifth, he says, “I see no reason why 


hospital and newspaper owners should claim spe- 
cial privilege in order to keep the wages of their 
employees depressed.” 
FromM ROGER BALDWIN 
American Civil Liberties Union 

Mr. Baldwin answers “yes” to the first four 
questions. On the fifth, he says, ‘Strikes are al- 
ways undesirable, and with proper collective bar- 
gaining machinery, can be avoided. They are 
most undesirable in hospitals for obvious reasons. 
Democratic management can avoid them alto- 
gether: 90% of the strikes I have’ known can be 
charged to autocratic management.” 

From Rasst EDWARD L. ISRAEL 
Arbitrator of Men’s Clothing Industry in 
Baltimore, Md. 

1. ‘Social workers most assuredly have the 
same right in demanding decent standards of work 
as employes in private profit-making industries. 

2. “A labor union is desirable in a hospital or 
other social institution. 

3. “Such a union is absolutely workable. It 
goes without saying, of course, that a labor union 
in such institutions has to take into account the 
unique working conditions and environment of the 
situation. I think that any labor leader will agree 
that no cut and dried pattern can be laid down for 
labor organizations throughout industry and pro- 
fessions. 

4. “It is my feeling that, because of the pecu- 
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liar situation in the hospital where a strike di- 
rectly endangers life in a very immediate sense, 
strikers should be outlawed as they are, for ex- 
ample, in Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ agree- 
ments with their employers through an arbitration 
clause. I happen to be arbitrator of the men’s 
clothing industry in Baltimore under the Amal- 
gamated market agreement. Once the agreement 
is signed, no strikes or lockouts are permissable. 
I do not believe in enforced arbitration by gov- 
ernmental fiat. Such a thing can very easily lead 
to Fascism. I do feel however, that now that 
the Wagner-Connery Act has been upheld, it is 
possible to put a compulsory arbitration clause in 
all agreements. This clause will, of course, be 
formulated according to the desires of the parties 
to the agreement. In a hospital this is extremely 
necessary. 

5. “Labor in hospitals and social institutions is 
very often exploited in the same manner as labor 
elsewhere. I have seen it subject to long hours 
with inadequate pay. Moreover, I have seen 
people fired from jobs without any adequate re- 
course or protection and, as a result of this dis- 
missal, forced into a desperate situation. To 
my mind, the main value of labor organization 
is the protection that it gives a person in holding 
on to his job. Hospital and social workers need 
this just as much as any other form of labor.” 


From RINEHOLD NIEBUHR 
Union Theological Seminary 

“TI answer to your question about the right of 
employes of hospitals, etc., to strike: Workers 
in such institutions must have the right both to 
organize and to strike. Failure to grant such a 
right is -bound to tempt such institutions to the 
exploitation of labor. The tendency of philan- 
thropic institutions to justify a niggardly attitude 
toward their labor by the non-profit character of 
their work is clearly revealed, for instance, by 
their successful effort to escape the provisions of 
the social security law. 

“On the other hand any labor activity in such 
institutions must be worked out with special care 
so that the lives of patients will not be endangered. 
From a purely pragmatic standpoint even the 
suspicion of danger to patients will destroy the 
sympathy of the public in the workers’ cause.” 


From IRA S. WILE, M.D. 
Psychiatrist 

“T may say that the answer to question 1 is 
decidedly “yes.” 

2. “There can be no’ reason why labor unions 
should not exist in any employing institution. The 
question of desirability is purely relative and in 
terms of the attitudes and activities of the labor 
union, as viewed from the standpoint of the em- 
ploying institution or the union. 

3. “A labor union should be workable in any 
social institution although probably by virtue of 
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the character of the social institution it should 
be subject to different procedures than are /em- 
ployed in institutions where only property values 
are at stake. There must be recognition that in 
hospitals and other institutions that harbor 
people who are sick, invalided or victims of chron- 
ic physical or mental diseases, there are other 
jeopardies besides the controversy between the 
employing party and the union. 

4. “This question contains two words which 
should not be grouped together, namely, unsocial 
and undesirable. I believe a strike in a hospital 
might be perfectly desirable and be unsocial, or 
be perfectly social and undesirable, largely de- 
pendent upon the procedures involved in the 
strike. The possibilities of collective bargaining 
are such that notification and threat of strike 
might be more effective. and be more in harmony 
with public policies than a strike of the sit-down 
variety. I believe that unions themselves have 
organized clinics. Perhaps all unions and their 
families themselves constitute a large part of the 
individuals who receive help in hospitals, clinics 
and similar institutions. If their mode of strik- 
ing in any way lessens the health values of the 
institutions, or hampers the probabilities of rapid 
recovery, then the union is working against its 
own people rather than against the hospital or 
clinic as a depersonalized social institution. 


“The point of distinction that should be made 
is the relation between one set of human beings 
towards another set of human beings, when one 
is represented by members of unions who are earn- 
ing their living and the other is a group of people 
who are deprived from earning their living and 
endeavoring to regain health or of maintaining 
a capacity to live. A strike in a factory or shop 
is an act against an employer in the interests of 
shorter hours and higher pay or better working 
conditions. There is no third group involved in 
the industrial struggle. Property in which there 
is a joint interest may be neglected. It may pos- 
sibly deteriorate, but there is no threat to life in 
the property itself. Social institutions are instru- 
ments for caring for people. The property value 
is inherent in the capital investment in which so- 
ciety itself has a share. If there were any injury 
to what would correspond to property, it arises 
in connection with fellow human beings and a 
large extent those of the same group as the union 
seeking for improved economic conditions. 


“It would seem to me that all social agencies 
should pay decent wages to make possible reason- 
able and fair standards of living and the condi- 
tions of working should be as just to the employes 
as the conditions of living within the institution are 
adequate for those who are obliged to live within 
the walls of the institution. I believe all hospitals 
and social agency centers and organizations that 
are engaged in social work and are known as so- 
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cial agencies should apply their social viewpoint 


to their workers. No single group of the com- 
munity should be exploited economically by social 
agencies who are seeking to better conditions 
generally. 

“This indicates that the methodology of unions 
should be more elastic, more adaptable and in it- 
self more social. Social concern with people is 
far greater than it is with property, and the spe- 
cial problems involved in hospitals, clinics, cen- 
ters, case work organizations, etc., merit careful 
study by ‘unions in order to evolve a form of 
procedure that will accomplish what is socially 
desirable without recourse to methods that might 
be deemed socially undesirable.” 


From MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
“My answers to the first three questions in 
your questionnaire are unqualifiedly in the affirm- 
ative. Not so with the fourth question. A strike, 


under any circumstances is a form of war, and, 


should, therefore, not be resorted to unless all 
attempts at negotiation have failed. The main 
function of labor unions should be to compel the 
establishment of impartial and effective agencies 
for rendering decisions in all matters of collective 
bargaining and in the settlement of labor disputes. 
When employers refuse to obey those decisions, 
then unions have the moral right to order a strike. 
Abstractly speaking, there should be no reason 
for making an exception in the case of a hospital. 
The fact that the lives of the patients are jeopar- 
dized would simply mean that their relatives would 
be forced to bring pressure to bear upon the re- 
calcitrant authorities. But realistically, nothing 





FROM HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES’ UNION 
Local 171 


* “Section 1910 of the Penal Law refers very specifically 
to ‘a person or persons who break a contract of hiring, 
thereby endangering life or property.’ So far as the Jewish 
Hospital strikers are concerned, neither of these qualifica- 
tions applies to them. 

“There was no contract involved, either between the 
Union and the management of the hospital, or between the 
individual workers and the management. In fact, the only 
reason for the present situation at the Jewish Hospital is 
the consistent refusal of the hospital management, during 
the past year, to bargain collectively even with a committee 
of the employes themselves. Further, during the trial of 
the 17 workers, while one of the prosecuting witnesses was 
being questioned regarding ‘contracts’ between individual 
employes and the management, one of the Justices inter- 
vened with the remark that there had been no contract. 

“At no time during the strike was any patient inconven- 
ienced in any manner. This was brought out very clearly 
at the trial, at which dozens of witnesses (nurses, physi- 
cians, laboratory technicians, and other present employes 
of the Jewish Hospital) testified to the fact that there had 
been both a plentiful supply of linens during the strike and 
that patients had been fed on time.” 

(Signed) Morris BERLIN, Vice-President 
Hospital Employees’ Union Local 171 
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would madden the public more than an attempt on 
the part of the union to make hostages of war out 
of helpless sick people. When workers in the 
dairy industry threaten to strike they reckon with 
the attitude of the public, and take the precaution 
of announcing that the supply of milk for babies 
will not be cut off. 

What puzzles me in the case of the strike in 
the Brooklyn Jewish Hospital is that the union 
was found guilty of violating Section 1910 of the 
Penal Law. That section refers specifically to 
“a person who . . . breaks a contract of service.” 
From the mass of verbiage given in the New York 
Times, April 22, about the case, I have been un- 
able to learn whether or not there had ‘actually 
been a breach of contract. If the union was under 
contract not to strike, in breaking that contract, it 
was guilty of violating Section 1910. If it was 
not under contract, how in the world could the 
Court of Special Sessions apply that section to the 
case in question?” * 


From PROF. CHAIM TCHERNOWITZ 
Jewish Institute of Religion 


“In reply to the questionnaire submitted to me, 
I presume you request an answer based on Jewish 
law and not on any personal consideration. 

On this basis, therefore, it is my opinion that 
there is nothing in Jewish law to discountenance 
an affirmative answer to questions 1, 2, and 3. 

As a matter of fact, Jewish law, favoring as it 
does the personal freedom of labor, has no objec- 
tions to any form of organization which safe- 
guards the interest of labor in any social institu- 
tion as in hospitals for example. 

In regard to question 4, though Jewish law has 
no objections to strikes as such, nevertheless in a 
case where the life or lives of human beings may 
be put in jeopardy (as would be the case in a 
hospital) it would be considered unethical to use 
the strike weapon. The safeguarding of human 
life is considered by Jewish law as the highest of 
obligations and above any material and even 
religious consideration.” 


From SOCIAL WORKERS’ CHAPTER 
League for Labor Palestine 


“The statement below expresses the opinion 
of the members of the Executive Committee who 
discussed this problem. 

“Our answer to the first three questions is 
emphatically in the affirmative. Workers in this 
particular field have the same rights as any other 
workers. The agencies in the Jewish field should 
go even further in setting higher standards for 
the general community. The strike as a weapon 
has proved its effectiveness for the benefit of the 
exploited in all fields of labor. In granting to 
workers the right to organize, one must also 
concede to them the prerogatives of selecting the 
most effective instruments at their disposal for 
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achieving their ends, which may include the right 
to strike. While strikes in hospitals may not be 
desirable, the onus of guilt in such cases falls 
squarely upon the shoulders of the employers, 
who, in the final analysis, cause them, and not 
upon the workers who use them as a last resort 
to assure themselves of elementary decent living 
conditions. 

“Institutions which ostensibly represent and 
whose actions reflect upon the Jewish community 
ought to be denounced for their unreasonable, 
unsocial and un-Jewish tactics. Jewish public 
opinion should concern itself with the philosophy 
of its social work and with the control of its 
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institutions, and not wait until strikes or unwanted 
publicity occur. The organized Jewish social 
workers, too, should not limit their interests in 
the Jewish community life only to occasions when 
they need its assistance and sympathy. Only in- 
telligent social planning, cooperation and educa- 
tion of the community as a whole to the rights 
of its employes will prevent the steadily recur- 
ring evils such as are exemplified so flagrantly by 
the treatment of the workers in the Brooklyn 
Jewish Hospital.” 
Members of the Executive Committee of the 
SociAL WorKERS CHAPTER OF THE 
League for Labor Palestine 


“Balkanization’ of Palestine 


W* STILL do not know the complete contents 


of the report to the Government now being 
prepared by the Royal Commission. The report 
will not be made public until at least a week after 
the coronation, and any number of important 
changes may still be made in it before that date. 
However, there is very little doubt left that the 
Commission is planning to’ propose a radical re- 
vision in the political status of Palestine. In fact, 
there is information to the effect that a partition 
of Palestine into independent Arab and Jewish 
units will be proposed. The Actions Committee 
of the Zionist Organization, which just met in Jer- 
usalem, naturally gave much of its time to the con- 
sideration of the plan and just as naturally re- 
jected it. 

It is not hard to guess what line of reasoning the 
Commission is pursuing. It does not consider it- 
self called upon to act as impartial arbiter be- 
tween the contending parties. Nor does it con- 
sider itself a juridical tribunal whose function it is 
to discover the kernel of truth in the whole ravel 
of claims and complaints and then issue its ver- 
dict according to the law and accepted principles 
of justice. The Commission must be aware that 
its task is a political one. If it would, or could, 
speak frankly, it would have to admit that it is 
itself a party to the controversy. It would have 
to admit that it is a party representing the inter- 
ests of the British Empire, and that, therefore, it 
regards the Palestinian problem first and fore- 
most from the standpoint of England’s benefit. 
England, the members of the Commission must 
reason, has involved itself to no small extent in 
Palestine. The Jews charge that the Government 
has failed to keep its promises, its international 
pledges, its fundamental obligation to guarantee 


© by Hayim Greenberg 


the safety and security of the population; the 
Arabs accuse the Government of duplicity and of 
pursuing a policy of encouraging the Jewish ‘“‘in- 


-vasion.”’ The two contenders in Palestine cannot 


meet together; the Arabs are rebellious and create 
a state of anarchy in the land; the air is pregnant 
with dangers of war and certain Arab groups are 
ready to ally themselves (some have already, done 
so) with the enemies of the empire; to adopt 
stringent measures against the Arab opposition is, 
perhaps, too risky a business; at the same time to 
hesitate to enforce the necessary measures would 
result in a continued loss of face and might create 
the impression that the empire is weakening. A 
noted. British statesman is reported to have re- 
cently characterized England’s predicament in the 
following brief but eloquent formula: “We don’t 
want to shoot, the Jews musn’t shoot, and the 
Arabs—shoot.” 

This situation, the Commission reasons, cannot 
be permitted to continue much longer. A way out 
must be found. : 

And that way out is: divide—once and for all, 
delimit the boundaries between what is Jewish and 
what is Arab, and define how and where the 
interests of the empire will be guaranteed in Pal- 
estine. 

The Commission’s reasoning is undoubtedly bas- 
ed on numerous precedents, established in recent 
years. Of the three countries declared as ‘Class 
A Mandate Territories” after the War, two have 
already had their status revised. England has re- 
nounced its mandate over Iraq. The country has 
become politically independent, and has, under 
the sponsorship of England itself, been granted 
a seat in the League of Nations. France has 
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given up its mandate over Syria and the territory 
has been divided into two sovereign Arab states. 
A greater measure of independence had to be given 
also to Egypt, over which Great Britain has, at 
least nominally, relinquished its protectorate. Pal- 
estine alone remains a mandated territory, and it 
becomes increasingly more difficult to preserve the 
present exceptional status of the country. It, 
therefore, becomes necessary to assay the tried 
and proven course, to diminish the scope of Eng- 
land’s mandatory powers (retaining jurisdiction 
only over the holy places, and reserving Haifa as 
some sort of oriental Gibraltar). The land itself 
has to be divided either into a number of Jewish 
and Arab cantons, or into two parts, one Arab 
and one Jewish, each with its own autonomous 
government, a Ja Syria-Lebanon. 


The cantonization project, which, by the way, 
ig not a new proposal, involves too many compli- 
_ cations and certain inescapable adminsitrative diff- 

culties. It is clear in advance that its execution 
will encounter the most stubborn resistance from 
both Jews and Arabs. There is every indication 
that the Commission is more favorably disposed 
towards the plan to divide Palestine into two 
national-autonomous states. Such a set-up, the 
Commission probably reasons, would give to both 
peoples the consciousness of political sovereignty 
thus creating the basis for pacification and neigh- 
borly good-will between them. At the same time, 
it would not be at all detrimental to the Asiatic 
interests of the Empire, if there existed a Jewish 
buffer-state between the sea and the chain of 
Arab lands on the route to India. It matters not 
whether this Jewish state would become a British 
dominion, or whether it would nominally remain 
outside the Empire; to safeguard its own interests 
it would have to consent to playing the role of a 
strategic base for Great Britain in the Near East. 


We are as yet in the dark as to how the Com- 
mission plans to carry through this division. To 
date, it has not yet made public a new political 
map of Palestine, and it is still impossible to say 
how it will define the boundaries of the Jewish 
State. The British press informs us simply that 
Jerusalem and Haifa, together with a number of 
other places, are to be considered neither Jewish 
nor Arab, but rather as “international” (in other 
words, about 120,000 Jews who live in those cities 
are to be deducted from the population of the 
autonomous Jewish yishuv), and that the Jewish 
territory, with Tel Aviv as its capital, should be 
“big enough” to eventually absorb about a million 
Jews. As far as its conception of the absorptive 
capacity of the Jewish State goes, the present 
Commission manifests more imagination and a 
greater objectivity than some of the other 
Commissions previously sent to Palestine. 
Indeed, one Commission even warned that 
Palestine is already so overcrowded that there is 



















































hardly room there for even ‘‘one more cat.” And 
now we are told that in one single segment of 
Western Palestine (Transjordan is, of course, 
excluded) room can be found for a population 
of at least a million. As regards the economic 
absorptive capacity of the country, the present 
Commission is, therefore, certainly more “liberal” 
than any of its forerunners. 


However, should Jewish ‘maximalists” pro 
test that we cannot be content with even a million 
Jews in Palestine, then we can readily guess at 
the answer with which the Commission may be 
forearmed. ‘‘What grounds have you to claim 
that a million Jews is not enough?” The Com- 
mission can reply: ‘“‘Has England ever promised 
you more than a million? Was there ever any 
talk of numbers when the mandate was accepted? 
Don’t you remember that in 1917 we declined 
to heed the demand of your representatives that 
the Balfour Declaration should state, that we 
undertake to transform Palestine into the Jewish 
National Home, for that would have meant in 
effect that we recognize your right to the whole 
land? Have you forgotten that we undertook 
only to facilitate the establishment of a Jewish 
National Home in Palestine, that is, on a certain, 
though as yet undefined section of the land? And 
if not the whole of Palestine as the Jewish Home- 
land, but only a Jewish Home in Palestine, then 
who says that a million Jews are too few? Con- 
sider Estonia, an independent state in Europe. 
How big is its population? Not much more than 
a million. And yet Estonia is a nation enjoying 
self-government, its own economy and its own 
culture. It even has a political voice in the League 
of Nations. The recently established state, Leb- 
anon, which is.in such close proximity to Pales- 
tine, has a population of not more than 600,000. 
And if you take the Western Hemisphere, then 
the Republic of Paraguay in South America has 
less than a million population, and Panama not 
even a half million. When the Armenian state 
was founded it had less than 600,000, and now 
that it is a federated part of the Soviet Union, 
and a number of Armenian refugees from Turkey 
have settled there, its population is still not quite 
800,000. There are yet smaller national states: 
the German republic on the Volga has only a half- 
million, and Iceland, which is in every respect a 
sovereign state (it is united with Denmark only 
through the throne) has a population of only 
115,000. The proposed division of Palestine is 
not only in consonance with the terms of the Man- 
date, it goes even farther. We give you more 
than you were promised. We give you your own 
Jewish army, and on the fortieth anniversary of 
the first Zionist Congress, we permit you the 
consumation of Herzl’s dream of a Jewish State. 
What more can you ask?” 

It would be futile at the present moment, and 
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in the confines of this discussion, to debate the 
juridical correctness of such an argumentation. 
For us Palestine is not just a mooted juridical 
problem or an exercise in logic. Comparisons with 
other countries and with other peoples can hardly 
console us. Ours is a homeless people of close 
to seventeen million, and we must have a home for 
millions, a center for great masses. We cannot 
say how many Jews will be forced in the next 
few decades to turn to Palestine for the rehabilita- 
tion of their lives; nor do we know how many 
other Jews, who are not being driven by persecu- 
tion and hunger, will nevertheless feel an inner 
need to identify their own lives and the lives of 
their children with the Jewish national en- 
vironment of Palestine. Similarly, we can- 
not predict how many Jews Palestine will 
eventually absorb. But one thing is clear 
to us, and this requires no special investi- 
gation: the number of Jews who are seeking 
and the number who will find the solution to their 
life-problems in Palestine, is not a million, but an 
indeterminate number of millions, and that in an 
undisected Palestine there is room for—again— 
an indeterminate number of millions. That is why 
we demand more. That is why we must demand 
more. And all comparisons with Estonia are 
meaningless, because beyond the borders of that 
country there are no millions of scattered and 
degraded Estonians, deprived of land and op- 
pressed beyond endurance. - 


The geographic-economic organism of Pales- 
tine has already been cut once—in 1923—when 
we were told that the obligations of the Man- 
date towards the Jewish National Home did not 
pertain to Transjordan. The approximate 26,- 
000 square miles of integral Palestine were cut to 
only 10,100 square miles. The greater, more 
fertile and least populated section of the country 
was arbitraily barred to Jewish immigration and 
colonization. We were placed in a position, at 
the time, whereby we were forced half-heartedly 
to agree to that unsatisfactory arrangement. 
Inwardly, however, though we do not shout from 
the housetops that we will not be satisfied with 
less than a “Jewish State on both sides of the 
Jordan”, we have not renounced our right to the 
Transjordan. Nor did the British Government 
ever announce that the greater part of Palestine 
would be closed to us forever. Whenever inter- 
pelations about this question were made in Pal- 
estine or at the sessions of the Mandates Com- 
mission in Geneva, the Government never declared 
that our status as regards Transjordan is irrevoc- 
able. The Government of Transjordan, on the 


contrary, has negotiated with us more than once 
concerning the possibilities of land transactions 
and even colonization in the neglected but fertile 
parts of the country. 

When we consider the contents of the new 
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plan however, we cannot escape the painful im- 
pression that it proposes to bar to us forever not 
only Transjordan, but also that section of Cis- 
jordan which will not be included in the confines 
of the Jewish “state”. The remaining 10,100 
square miles can easily be reduced to 4,000 or 
3,000, and perhaps even less. It is quite natural 
that those circles in England who may now be 
ready to divide Palestine into two separate parts, 
simultaneously propose that the Arab part in 
Cisjordan should be united with Transjordan into 
one state. In this way, Transjordan will be suck- 
ed into the whirlpool of narrow nationalistic 
ambitions that have been rampant in recent years 
in the western part of Palestine, and all our hopes 
that we may still be able some day to penetrate 
into Transjordan may be shattered for good, or 
at least for a long time to come. 


Ratification of the Commission’s alleged pro- 
posal to divide Palestine, would, therefore, mean 
that we renounce all claims and aspirations ever 
to settle either in the Arab part of Cisjordan 
or in Transjordan. In other words, we ourselves 
would perpetually limit the Jewish yishuv in Pal- 
estine to no more than one million. 


We cannot say what alternative proposal the 
Commission may offer us, if we make clear our 
absolutely negative attitude towards its projected 
division of Palestine. (After all, it would be 
impossible to carry through the plan of dividing 
Palestine and establishing two separate states 
without our approval and that of the Arabs, who 
will also have something to say on the matter). 
However, long before we learn what could be the 
consequences of our unwillingness to accept the 
Commission’s proposal, we have every ground to 
decline the “favor” and the “honor”. We are 
sufficiently elastic and amenable to negotiations. 
We know that compromise is often an unavoid- 
able adjunct of Real-politik, and the agencies of 
Zionist politics are as ready now as they were 
formerly to negotiate both with England and with 
the Arabs in regard to certain modifications of 
Palestine’s status. We are amenable to all sorts 
of treaties, of a temporary or more permanent na- 
ture, whereby could be created the basis for Jew- 
ish-Arab cooperation and which would contain 
guarantees to satisfy even the most skeptical Arabs 
that their vital interests will not suffer in any form, 
because of Jewish mass-immigration and coloniza- 
tion, or from the potential Jewish majority in the 
country. But we cannot agree to “crystallize’’ the 
status of Palestine. We must not permit either 
England or any of the other international factors, 
who are in any way concerned with the Mandate 
or with the Jewish problem at large, to decide for 
themselves that they have already fulfilled their 
obligations to us and that by the “Balkanization” 
of Palestine they have solved the world-wide Jew- 
ish problem. 
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The Moscow Trials 


FTER READING the nearly 600 pages of 
stenographic report of the January Mos- 
cow trial, one begins to understand why many 
correspondents, like Walter Duranty, wrote home 
that the testimony rang true. The grotesque 
accusations, the incredible self-flagellation of the 
defendants, which stood out in such naked relief 
in the brief news dispatches, are submerged by 
the flow of detail. Dates, meetings, descriptions 
of specific localities, reports of conversations— 
the sheer volume of trivial and significant incidents 
—have an inherent persuasiveness, irrespective 
of accuracy. The most fabulous plot seems a 
little far-fetched if we announce that it was hatch- 
ed at Childs’ on Broadway, and if we describe 
the buckwheat cakes the plotters ate. Some of 
the reality of the maple syrup clings to the story. 
By now everyone is familiar with the set-up. 
The chief figures of the Bolshevik revolution ad- 
mit to a collection of crimes among which murder 
is the most attractive. This wholesale confession 
is indulged in by all of Lenin’s closest associates 
and collaborators with two exceptions—Stalin and 
Trotsky. Stalin is in the Kremlin, Trotsky in 
Mexico, the rest are in their graves or about to 
repose in them. Just how complete the liquida- 
tion of the Old Bolsheviks has been, may be judged 
from glancing at the membership of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party during the 
crucial years of 1917 to 1920. With the excep- 
tion of a few who retired from political life, all 
the surviving members have been shot as counter- 
revolutionaries—again barring Trotsky and Stalin. 
Immediately after the death of Lenin, in 1924, 
the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
consisted of seven members—Stalin and six coun- 
ter-revolutionaries: Bukharin, Zinoviev, Kamen- 
ev, Rykov, Tomsky and Trotsky. At the time 
they were shot, most of the defendants occupied 
positions of great importance in the country. 
Obviously, we have here not only treason on a 
colossal and unprecedented scale, but a riddle of 
human behavior, towards whose solution one 
scans the long records of the trials eagerly. What 
have they to tell? 

It is impossible to disassociate the Radek-Pyat- 
akov trial from the August trial of Kamenev- 
Zinoviev. The second proceeds from the first, 
just as a third trial involving Bukharin and Rykov 
is now unfolding from the second. But there are 
some interesting differences between the Kamenev- 
Zinoviev trial and the later one. The chief accu- 
sation levelled in the August trial was that of ter- 
rorist activity. Some of the smaller fry among 
the defendants were accused of connections with 
the Gestapo, naturally at the instigation of Trot- 


@ by Marie Syrkin 


sky, but the main indictment was the attempt to 
seize power through terror: ‘“‘the sole and decisive 
means chosen for this purpose was the organiza- 
tion of terrorist acts against the most prominent 
leaders of the party and the government.” By 
January, the picture has been enriched. Terror- 
ism is not sufficiently monstrous, particularly in 
Russia which has a heroic revolutionary tradition 
of political terror. The defendants in the second 
trial are dishing up an assortment of horrors 
straight from the ‘Perils of Pauline.” They 
wreck Red Army trains—the more, the merrier. 
They poison workers; they prepare disease bacilli; 
they partition Russia, offering large slices to Ger- 
many and Japan; they restore capitalism and 
introduce Fascism—which major activities they 
enliven with explosions and sabotage. Of course, 
even in the first trial a prophetically sinister note 
is injected by Reingold who testifies that the lesser 
terrorists who carry out acts against Stalin and 
Kirov, will in turn be exterminated by their lead- 
ers so as to destroy all traces of the crimes. How- 
ever, Kamenev resolutely denies this charge. The 
really imaginative confessing is left for the second 
installment. 

The variety of fantastic explanations offered 
for the confessions is in itself evidence of their 
well-nigh incredible character. A baffled world 
turns to oriental drugs, hypnosis and the mystical 
Dostoievsky soul for light on this nightmare. 
The need to discover an answer springs from 
more than curiosity. More than a mental exer- 
cise is involved. We are faced by two terrible 
alternatives: Either the Bolshevik revolution was 
brought into being almost exclusively by a Rogue’s 
Gallery of psychopaths and degenerates, or the 
trial is a frame-up. There seems to be no middle 
course, and either explanation is a Pyrhic victory 
for its adherents. © 

What makes the confessions sound “phony”? 
First of all there is the familiar objective evid- 
ence. Pyatakov claims to have flown by plane to 
Oslo in December to meet Trotsky; the Norwe- 
gian authorities testify that no foreign plane land- 
ed in Oslo in that month. Communists answer 
this discrepancy by stating that there are private 
airfields where unobtrusive landings could be 
made. A meeting of conspirators is supposed to 
have taken place at a Hotel Bristol, torn down 15 
years before the alleged meeting. Communists 
answer that there was a Cafe Bristol. Sedov, 
Trotsky’s son, claims that he was never in Copen- 
hagen. Trotsky offers documents to show that he 
was not in Paris at the time of another alleged 
meeting, etc. This kind of testimony can only be 
judged by students of all the available documents 
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and data, not by a reader of news despatches or 
the trial records. But the reader cannot help ask- 
ing why Pyatakoff, Assistant Commisar of Heavy 
Industry, should confess to a voyage to Oslo un- 
less he had gone to Oslo. The question seems un- 
answerable except for the fact that definite proof 
exists that defendants in previous Soviet trials 
“confessed”’ to journeys and meetings that could 
not have taken place. Friedrich Adler has point- 
ed out some striking parallels between the recent 
trials and the Menshevik trial of 1931. In that 
trial the Menshevik defendants confessed to con- 
spiratorial meetings with the Socialist, Abramo- 
vitch. They confessed to meetings in Russia at a 
time when Abramovitch was in Brussels at an In- 
ternational Socialist Congress. The picture of the 
delegates at that Congress shows Abramovitch in 
their midst—in Brussels. Naturally, the objective 
evidence of the photograph casts the gravest 
doubt on the quality of all the confessions 
obtained. 


One is also puzzled by the extraordinary incom- 
petence of these conspirators—tried revolutionar- 
ies, with a history of action and achievement. In 
view of the high government positions of the de- 
fendants one would assume that failure would not 
so consistently dog their steps. They plan to 
shoot Stalin at a Party Plenum. The plan fails 
because none of these high Party dignitaries could 
get a ticket of admission for Berman-Yurin who 
was to do the shooting. Fritz David plans to 
shoot Stalin, but Stalin is sitting in a box surround- 
ed by too many people. That discourages Fritz 
David. Lurye wants to kill Voroshilov, but the 
latter’s automobile is going too fast. Lurye de- 
cides that it is hopeless to fire. However, the re- 
doubtable Lurye does not “abandon his terroristic 
designs.” He plans to kill comrades Kagonovich 
and Orgonikidze, but again fails to carry out his 
intentions. He thinks he’ll try shooting Zhdanov 
at the First of May demonstration in Leningrad, 
but again “marched by, too far away.” 


The responsible task of killing Molotov is en- 
trusted by men of the calibre of Muralov and Pya- 
takoff to a good-for-nothing like Arnold who 
“funks” at the last moment, although he is urged 
by his leaders “‘not to muff it this time.” Arnold, 
acting as chauffeur, was supposed to turn the car 
over into a ditch, but the car did not fall into the 
ditch. They plan to shoot Orgonikidze, but some- 
body “‘wavers”’ at the last minute. And so it goes 
on. The only actual terrorist act resulting from 
the “planning” by terrorist Cadres all over Russia 
is the murder of Kirov in 1934, whose death was 
immediately followed by the execution of 120 
White Guards and a young Communist, Leonid 
Nikoloyev, who had presumably plotted the assas- 
sination. With the exception of the murder of 


Kirov, every “crime” confessed to falls into two 
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classes; either it belongs to the future—something 
which was going to be done “‘if,” or it is not obvi- 
ously a “‘crime’’; it may be interpreted otherwise. 
Molotov’s car actually overturned, but at the time 
no one questioned the possibility of an accident. 
Train wrecks involving heavy loss of life did oc- 
cur, but explanations other than a fiendish lust for 
blood and destruction on the part of the high of- 
ficials in charge of the railroads, such as Livshitz 
and Serabriakov, were accepted at the time of oc- 
currence. One cannot escape the unhappy feeling, 
as one reads, that the trial provides an alibi for 
every failure, economic, industrial or technologi- 
cal, of the Soviet regime. Not one shred of evid- 
ence is offered at the trial except the pathological 
self-incrimination of the defendants. The ghastly 
story is not wrung from them. With the excep- 
tion of a few minor clashes, they vie with each 
other in making a “clean breast”’ of it, in incrimin- 
ating themselves and their associates. Radek, 
who gets off with only ten years, goes into a per- 
fect orgy of self-accusation. He proclaims the 
fact that all the evidence in the trial depends on 
his and Pyatakoff’s admissions (the letters of 
Trotsky have “unfortunately” been burned) : “All 
the testimony of the other accused rests on our tes- 
timony.”” Why do they build the structure which 
is to crush them ? 


Those who believe in the validity of the confes- 
sions claim that they are the results of genuine re- 
pentance. Even hardened criminals may see the 
light at the last moment. And after all, these are 
mysterious Dostoievskian Russians with a revolu- 
tionary past, who are suddenly overcome with re- 
pentance for their sins against Russia and the re- 
volution. Let us assume that when at the August 
trial Kamenev, Chairman of the Moscow Soviet 
from 1918 to 1925, and Zinoviev, Lenin’s closest 
collaborator in exile and after the war, confessed 
that they had “served Fascism’”’ and organized the 
counter-revolution, they were sincere penitents. 
If they were genuine penitents who were really 
“confessing,” we must assume that they held no- 
thing back. How then can one explain the fact 
that the January trails allegedly revealed their 
complicity in even greater crimes than those to 
which they had confessed? Radek, in his final 
plea, points out the incompleteness of their confes- 
sion. “If I concealed this truth and departed this 
life with it, as Kamenev did, as Zinoviev did, and 
as Mirachkovsky did . . .”” So they did not really 
confess despite the objectness, the apparent whole- 
heartedness of their cries of “mea culpa.’ This 
circumstance in itself invalidates the authenticity 
of all the subsequent confessions. If the “‘confes- 
sions” of the defendants of the August trial are 
demonstrably spurious, there is no reason to place 
greater confidence in the nature of the ‘“‘confes- 
sions” of the defendants of the January trial. 
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Once we discard the “road to Damascus” ex- 
planation that the defendants were vouchsafed a 
final apocalypse and went to their graves testify- 
ing exaltedly to the glory of Stalin and their own 
misguided vileness, we cannot exclude the possibil- 
ity that the confessions are the result of psychic or 
physical pressure. The usual arguments against 
this theory are that revolutionaries do not confess 
and that the January defendants could not hope to 
have their lives spared in view of the fate of the 
August defendants. It has already been pointed 
out by Friedrich Adler that history is full of weird 
confessions. At the time of the Inquisition innum- 
erable wretches confessed to having relations with 
the devil, as they now confess to having relations 
with Trotsky. Even the great Galileo ‘‘confess- 
ed.” More striking still, Joan of Arc, heroic soul 
if ever there was one, ‘“‘confessed” to witchcraft— 
a confession which she recanted before going to 
the stake, clasping the cross. Who knows wheth- 
er revolutionists confess? How much time did 
the Czar’s officials devote to the business of ex- 
tracting confessions? The defendants did not 
break down after a few hours or days. Months 
are involved. Even Radek takes three months to 
confess. Muralov, the great soldier, leader of 
the Moscow uprising in 1917, takes eight months 
before he makes any admissions. Eight months is 
a terrific period of time to be subjected to a third 
degree of any kind—a period of time long enough 
to cause the overwhelming majority of human be- 
ings to admit anything. As to the question of 
hope, there is no reason to assume that the de- 
fendants were absolutely convinced that mercy 
was out of the question. “While there is life, 
there hope,” is banal but true. As a matter of 
fact, all the defendants except Radek (who got 
ten years) and Shestov asked for clemency so they 
could expiate their crimes. Was the request for 
clemency merely a formal phrase or didat spring 
from a promise of mercy which had been receiv- 
ed? If the request was purely formal, why did 
not all make it? 


But then the question naturally arises as to why 
the Soviet government should seek to stage such a 
monstrous spectacle? What can it hope to gain 
from the public degradation of men so closely 
bound up with the revolution and the Soviet re- 
gime? Is Stalin motivated by an insane hatred 
and jealousy of all who might share the orbit of 
his glory? Is he seeking, as the Trotskyites 
would have us believe, the individual extermina- 
tion of the entire Bolshevik Old Guard so as to 
avenge personal spite incurred in the revolution- 
ary past? This train of thought enters dark al- 
leys of speculation too fantastic to follow. 


When one reads the final speech of the Prose- 
cuting Attorney Vishinsky—by this time one has 
reached page 462—one begins to see a pattern 
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evolve from the chaos of evil and mutual treach- 
ery. The real defendants are not the men on 
trial. The real defendants are Trotskyism and 
any opposition. Everybody knows that Trotsky 
was consistently implicated as the guiding genius 
of the counter-revolutionary plot by every defend- 
ant in both trials. ‘Through Trotskyism I arriv- 
ed at Fascism,” confesses Zinoviev. ‘‘l want to 
assure the proletarian court that I curse Trotsky. 
I curse the man who ruined my life and pushed me 
into heinous crime,” laments Fritz David. And 
the rest follow suit. But in the attack of the pro- 
secuting attorney at the August trial, there is a 
tendency to minimize the influence of the defend- 
ants—'‘a contemptible, insignificant group of trai- 
tors,” Vishinsky calls them, while demanding that 
those “‘mad dogs of capitalism” be shot. 


In the second trial the role of Trotsky becomes 
more pervasive and more sinister. There is some- 
thing fabulous about the meekness with which the 
defendants await instructions from the “starik,” 
“old man,” as they call their chief. The exiled 
Trotsky, who sends letters in invisible ink, via 
motion picture magazines, has men like Pyatakoff, 
Sokolnikoff, and Radek bewitched. The history 
of the defendants shows them to be anything but 
pious disciples. They have repeatedly been lead- 
ers of opposition blocs within the Communist 
party. They have been dominant figures in oppo- 
sition to Lenin, to Trotsky, to Stalin, at various 
periods of their careers. Suddenly these gentle- 
men, accustomed to command and disagree, devel- 
op a complete incapacity for independent thought 
and action. They sit around tractably awaiting 
“directives” from the absent Trotsky. Even 
when the “‘directives,”’ like the latest one about the 
partition of Russia, horrify them, they continue to 
sit supinely. Pyatakoff is asked: ““The conversa- 
tion you had with Trotsky in December, 1935, 
and the line he gave—did you accept it as a direct- 
ive or simply as something said in conversation, 
but not binding for you?” 

“Of course as a directive,’’ answers the lamb- 
like Pyatakoff. There can even be no question of 
personal attachment. Nothing could be less flat- 
tering than Trotsky’s references to his supposed 
abject vassals in his previous writings. In “My 
Life” (1930) he characterizes Zinoviev and Ka- 
menev as men who “‘lacked that little thing called 
character,” and Pyatakoff as someone who “‘usu- 
ally joined every opposition, only to wind up as a 
government official.” 


But even the consistent line of “cherchez Trot- 
sky” which is adopted by the defendants, does not 
prepare us for the final speech of Vishinsky. One 
would assume that the crimes of which the men on 


trial stood confessed were heinous enough to. 


merit the full force of Vishinsky’s eloquence. But 
such is not the case. The chief brunt is borne by 
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“Judas Trotsky.”” The purpose of the speech is 
obviously not so much to crush the defendants— 
that is incidental—but to crush Trotskyism. “It 
is not an accident that the Trotskyites are playing 
this role of vanguard of the anti-Soviet Fascist 
forces. The descent of Trotskyism into the anti- 
Soviet underworld, its conversion into a Fascist 
agency, is merely the culmination of its historical 
development. The conversion of the Trotskyite 
groups into groups of diversionists and murderers 
operating on the instructions of foreign secret ser- 
vices and of General Staffs of aggressors merely 
crowns the struggle Trotskyism has been waging 
against the working class and the Party, against 
Lenin and Leninism.’’ One of the attorneys for 
the defense who speaks for Pushin, one of the few 
accused who did not waive counsel, also thrusts 
the blame squarely where it belongs: “If I were 
permitted, I would arrange the accused in concen- 
tric circles. In the center stands Trotsky.” 
Every page of Vishinsky’s summation is devoted 
to establishing not so much the individual guilt of 
the very distinguished defendants, but the general 
thesis that if you ever join an opposition move- 
ment you become a Trotskyite, and if you become 
a Trotskyite, you don’t hesitate to poison the 
baby’s soup, as the history of the defendants 
illustrates. 


The defendants in both trials had one thing in 
common. They had at various periods belonged 
to opposition groups based on ideological differ- 
ences with the Party line. They had signed the 
“Letter of 46” in 1923 which opposed certain 
policies. They had joined the Opposition Bloc 
formed in 1926 at the Fifteenth Congress. Some 
had been expelled from the Party, like Kamenev, 
Zinoviev and Radek, and had then been reinstat- 
ed. In short, they had not always seen eye to eye 
with Stalin on debatable issues, and had given ex- 
pression to their dissent in perfectly legitimate 
political blocs at a time when such blocs could 
function. 


But in the mouth of Vishinsky every past evid- 
ence of disagreement becomes evidence of mon- 
strous crimes to come. “From the platform of 
1926 ... to terrorism and treason in 1932-1936, 
there is only one step.” And Radek (who gets 
ten years though he is at the very center of the 
plot according to his confession) makes the fol- 
lowing valedictory oration: ‘But there are in the 
country semi-Trotskyites, quarter-Trotskyites, 
one-eighth-Trotskyites, who helped us, not know- 
ing of the terrorist organization but sympathizing 
with us, people who from liberalism, from a 
Fronde against the party, gave us this help. . . 
Before this court and in this hour of retribution, 
we say to these elements: Whoever has the slight- 
est rift with the Party, let him realize that to- 
morrow he may be a diversionist, tomorrow he 
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may be a traitor if he does not thoroughly heal the 
rift by complete and utter frankness to the Party.” 
Radek concludes his remarks by explaining to the 
world at large that Trotskyism is a wrecker of the 
labor movement and the instrument of war-mon- 
gers. Sokolnikov also retires with the hope ‘‘that 
Trotskyism in other countries has been exposed by 
this trial, and that Trotsky himself has been ex- 
posed as an ally of capitalism, as the vilest agent 
of Fascism, as a fomenter of world war who will 
be hated and execrated by millions everywhere.” 


Muralov, Trotsky’s closest follower, of whom 
Trotsky wrote with love and admiration: ‘My un- 
broken fighting friendship as well as my political 
friendship with Muralov began then... Mura- 
lov is a magnificent giant, as fearless as he is 
kind,” also gives his failure to follow the party- 
line as the cause of his crimes. ‘‘My fall should 
be traced back to the time I signed the first docu- 
ment against the Party. This was the Declaration 
of the Forty-six made in 1923.” And even Mura- 
lov, unbroken for eight months, ends up by calling 
Trotsky ‘that foe of the labor movement, that 
agent of the Fascists, enemy of the working class 
and the Soviet Union, who deserves every con- 
tempt.” Radek may have good reason to call 
Muralov’s capitulation “the profoundest result of 
this trial.” 


Boguslavsky also explains the origin of his 
“loathsome crimes.” What led to his descent? 
“It began with a trifle which seems innocent 
enough at.first sight.” By now we know the an- 
swer. The “trifle” is naturally the “Letter of 
46.” 


The record of the January trials would seem to 
indicate that there is a much greater amount of 
dissaffection in Soviet Russia than one had sus- 
pected. The fanatical insistence throughout the 
trial on the dangers of intellectual opposition or 
deviation from the Party line forces one to this 
conclusion. It also forces one to the conclusion 
that the regime will not be squeamish about “‘liqui- 
dating”’ any opposition. And the measures to up- 
root opposition will not consist merely in destroy- 
ing the individual opponent. Who better than the 
Communists know the futility of that method? 
The attack must proceed from another angle. If, 
as Radek puts it, you have the “slightest rift’? with 
the Party, you will become a murderer, traitor 
and spreader of disease bacilli. Beware, you com- 
somols; workers of the world, take fright. If you 
harbor any doubts or entertain any non-Stalinist 
views, you will end up by selling the Nevsky Pros- 
pect to Bulgaria. “Permanent revolution” means 
the restoration of capitalism! Heresy leads to 
the works of Satan. 


These deductions seem inescapable after read- 
ing the record. They are not pleasant, but no ser- 
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vice is done to socialism or to Soviet Russia by re- 
fusing to face what one conceives to be the truth. 
Both Socialism and Soviet Russia are greater than 
the actions of any given group or men or regime. 
They are best served by an honest attempt to un- 
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derstand what is happening in the first country 
that is “building socialism.” Certainly the lesson 
would seem to be that dictatorship and political 
repression are fatal means, no matter how noble 
the end. 


The Court Surprises Labor 


HAT HAPPENED to the United States 


Supreme Court? In the past few weeks 
it went back upon its own record and actually 
upheld two labor acts. After repatedly invalidat- 
ing minimum wage laws for women, it sustained 
the Washington minimum wage act. After void- 
ing the Guffey Act, it approved the Wagner law. 
Also, after refusing to take Mooney out of the 
California prison it rescued the Negro Hern- 
don from the Georgia chain gang. 

It would be unfair to both the majority and 

the minority members to say that the Supreme 
Court has changed front. Only one member has 
so changed. Associate Justice Roberts finds him- 
self in the fortunate position of being with the 
majority no matter which way he votes. Inas- 
much as nearly all labor protective laws have 
been declared unconstitutional by 5 to 4 votes, 
with Roberts invariably voting against labor, he 
reversed the court by reversing himself. In the 
above cases he voted with the former minority 
and thereby turned it into a majority—5 to 4 in 
favor of the labor laws instead of 5 to 4 against 
them. 
Until several weeks ago, the reactionaries 
thanked God for the Supreme Court; now, the 
liberals offer thanks. God should really be 
thanked for Justice Roberts’ notion to shift his 
position. The other eight members of the court 
have remained steadfast; four reactionaries; four 
liberals, or non-reactionaries. 

To the outside world our situation must be 
puzzling. Here is a free and powerful republic, 
one of the three great democratic countries in the 
world, a nation of nearly a hundred and thirty 
million souls, and the fate of its most vital legis- 
lation depends upon the caprice of one person, 
And we are unanimous in denouncing dictatorship 
in other countries! 

The invalidation of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act shook the confidence of the broad 
masses in the Supreme Court. The voiding of 
the Guffey Act brought another shock. But the 
Roberts metamorphosis did not help to salvage 
the court’s prestige. The Judge now stands re- 


vealed as an ordinary human being, as undepden- 
able as many other average individuals. 


Since 


@ by Joseph Schlossberg 


one man is the highest court of the land (in the 
very frequent five to four decisions), and by 
changing his position, with a happy disregard for 
consistency, he determines, to a very large degree, 
the course of American history, of what help is 
this court? 


There are at present various proposals for 
curbing the court’s power for mischief. The 
President proposed the appointment of a new 
Supreme Court member for every old member 
that had attained the age of seventy, even if 
he did: not retire (on a full salary pension). 
This proposal does not indicate a high respect for 
the present incumbents. 


Some favor an amendment, requiring a unani- 
mous vote, or a six to three vote, instead of the 
present five to four, to declare a law unconstitu- 
tional. Such an amendment would have sent 
Herndon to the chain gang instead of setting him 
free by a five to four decision against the law on 
which his conviction was based. The only cure 
for the Supreme Court malady is an amendment 
to strip the court of the power to pass upon the 
constitutionality of any law. The court was 
never given that power by the constitution. That 
power was usurped. To a layman it would seem 
that an ordinary congressional act should be 
enough to keep the court’s hands off legislation. 
But the court would most likely put such an act 
under its ban, which it could not do with an 
amendment. But how could such amendment 
be expected to pass thirty-six state legislatures in 
view of our experience with the luckless child 
labor amendment? So we shall always have with 
us the Supreme Court as the supreme obstacle 
to labor legislation. 


We hope that the present five to four line-up: 
holds. If it does, it will not be due to the intrin- 
sic merits of the legislative acts, but to Justice 
Roberts’ delay in going back to where he came 
from. 

The National Labor Relations (Wagner) 
Act, the latest labor law to escape the Supreme 
Court guillotine, takes official cognizance of “the 
inequality of bargaining power between em- 
ployees who do not possess full freedom of asso- 
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ciation or actual liberty of contract, and employ- 
ers who are organized,” etc. (Section 1.). This 
demolishes the freedom of contract fiction, as be- 
tween employers and employees, which the courts 
have been using in their anti-labor decisions. 

The Act declares that “Employees shall have 
the right to self-organization, to form, join, or 
assist labor organizations, to bargain collective- 
ly,” etc. (Section 7). The NRA merely said that 
workers “may” organize, while the employers 
were forced to organize and write codes. The 
Bill of Rights of the Federal Constitution implies 
‘the right to self-organization” on the part of 
workers as of others. But that right remained a 
dead letter except where workers enforced it at 
the cost of much sacrifice. A hundred years ago 
workers were convicted and jailed by our courts 
for organizing and striking. Unions were “‘ille- 
gal conspiracies.” Later, the abstract right of 
association was recognized, but its exercise was 
frequently prevented by such means as the injunc- 
tion, yellow dog contract and company union. 
The Wagner Act seeks to implement the work- 
ers’ constitutional right to organize. 


a Section 8 makes ‘it unlawful for an employer 
“to interfere with, restrain, or coerce employees 
in the rights guaranteed in Section 7.” 


Section 13 says that “Nothing in this Act shall 
be construed so as to interfere with or impede or 
diminish in any way the right to strike.” 

According to Section 9 (a) the representatives 
chosen by a majority of the employees in a given 
situation shall be the exclusive representatives of 
all the employees. But this protective measure is 
seriously impaired by the further provision, in 
the same section, “That any individual employee 
or group of employees shall have the right at any 
time to present grievances to their employer.” 
This may become an entering wedge for individ- 
ual bargaining. Much more serious is the provi- 
sion contained in Section 9 (b) that the board set 
up under the Act “shall decide in each case whe- 
ther . . . the unit appropriate for the purpose of 
collective bargaining shall be the employer unit, 
craft unit, plant unit, or subdivision thereof.” 
That opens a wide gate for harm. The board 
would have to be exceedingly cautious not to per- 
mit itself to be made an agency for dividing the 
workers. A hostile board would do it ‘deliber- 
ately. 

The National Industrial Recovery Act was 
very much weaker, from labor’s point of view, 
then the Wagner Act. But its immediate effect 
was tremendous. The business world was in a 
ditch, and stretched out its arms to the govern- 
ment for help. For a while it obeyed the govern- 
ment and the law. When it was pulled out of the 
rut by the government it—particularly Big Busi- 
ness—undertook to show the government its 
place. The NIRA was sabotaged with the same 
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vigor and general business world approval as had 
been the Prohibition Act in its time. The day 
when the Supreme Court killed the NIRA was 
for them a day of thanksgiving. 

The Supreme Court decision on the Wagner 
Act stunned the anti-labor forces. They had not 
expected it from such a tried and true friend. 
But they quickly regained their wits. Without 
loss of time they proceeded to lay out plans to 
deal with the new situation. 

In Maine a judge has used the Wagner Act it- 
self as a basis for isuing an injunction against 
striking shoe workers. And the governor of the 
state sent troops against those strikers as a re- 
minder that, Wagner Act or no Wagner Act, the 
class struggle is on, with militia, injunction, ar- 
rests, etc. 

In order to render the Wagner Act useless to 
the workers, the enemies of labor are likely to 
demand, according to present indications, legis- 
lation along the following lines: 1. Against sit- 
down strikes. Such legislation would be of the 
same vague character as the so-called criminal 
syndicalism and criminal anarchy laws; and, like 
those would be used against labor movement acti- 
vities generally. 2. Compulsory arbitration, 
open or disguised. That would, in effect, nullify 
the Wagner Act, and generally restrict the work- 
ers’s rights. 3. Incorporation of unions. The 
argument for it is misleading. Incorporation is 
demanded on the ground of financial responsibil- 
ity. But incorporation limits responsibility. That 
is the very purpose of incorporating. Wealthy 
corporations are responsible not because they are 
incorporated, but because they are wealthy. Em- 
ployers incorporate voluntarily, not under com- 
pulsion. If a group of individuals prefer to do 
business as an unincorporated partnership, they 
may do so; their responsibilities would be greater 
than if incorporated. Incorporation would ex- 
pose the trade union to the danger of anti-labor 
politicians using the corporation laws as a means 
to undermine it. There may be in the union’s re- 
cords nothing that is contrary to the law, but 
very much information about legitimate activities, 
which the union is unwilling to reveal to hostile 
employers before it is ready to do so. The anti- 
labor politician would do industrial spying for 
these employers. Instead of greater responsibil- 
ity of the trade union there would be greater 
danger for it. 

The confirmation by the court of the Wagner 
Act has considerably improved, in a legal and 
psychological sense, labor’s opportunities for or- 
ganization. Fortunately, labor is now in a mood 
to act. The recent achievements in the mass pro- 
duction industries, in the drives conducted by the 
C. I. O., have created a vigorous organization 
spirit among the workers. The future is full of 
promise. 
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MAY DAY MESSAGE 


By MAX ZARITSKY 


President, United Hatters, Cap and Millinery 
Workers International Union 


HE YEAR which has intervened since we last 

commemorated May Day has witnessed no 
sudden or spectacular changes in the world-wide 
struggle which is being waged for supremacy be- 
tween the forces of autocracy and bigotry and 
those of democracy and progress. Yet no one 
can review the events that have transpired during 
the year without feeling that perceptible progress 
has been made in halting and turning the menacing 
tide of tyranny which for a while threatened to 
engulf our civilization and destroy what it had 
taken centuries of effort and sacrifice to create. 


The most heartening event of the year to the 
defenders of civilization and progress everywhere 
has been the way the American people responded 
when it was given to them to choose which course 
they prefer to follow the next four years. By a 
vote so overwhelming that it could leave no doubt 
as to their stand they reafirmed their belief 
in the fundamental soundness of democratic ideals 
and proclaimed their determination to preserve 
the institutions which in other parts of the world 
have been destroyed or are menaced by the forces 
of dictatorship. The beneficial effect of that deci- 
sion is not confined to the people residing within 
our own borders, but it has given hope and courage 
and confidence to persecuted and exploited peoples 
in other lands. 


During the year, too, we have brought nearer 
realization the ideal of a land where our people 
may live in an industrial democracy which they 
are erecting, and to which they are dedicating 
their lives and talents. No one who has witnessed 
the vigor and idealism with which our people in 
Palestine are creating a social order which shall 
serve as an example of what a free and unmolested 
people can accomplish, can feel pessimistic about 
the ultimate outcome of the struggle upon which 
we are engaged, and of which this is an important 
part. 


These are among the things which we can place 
on the credit side of the ledger as we make an 
inventory of things achieved during the year. 
There are others. The heroic battle which our 
brothers and sisters are waging in Spain to halt 
the extension of the dominion of Fascism and 
Nazism to that country has given us renewed con- 
fidence in the capacity and readiness of working 
people to fight, rather than to submit, to dictator- 
ship, terrorism, and reaction. The bankruptcy 
of Fascism and Nazism, its utter failure to solve 
the economic problems on the strength of which 
it rose to power, and the marshalling of the pro- 
gressive forces throughout the world for the pur- 
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May Day Greetings 


TO OUR FELLOW-WORKERS IN PALESTINE 
from 


LOCAL 10 


I. L. G. W. U. 
60 West 35th Street. New York City 


SAMUEE PERLMUTTER, Manager 


We have followed your great 
achievements in Eretz Israel 
with brotherly interest. We 
have seen your marvelous 
efforts on behalf of the work- 
ers in Palestine. We, there- 
fore on this occasion extend 
to your our May Day Greet- 
ings. Carry on! 
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pose of challenging the forces of darkness have 
contributed to making hope stronger today than 
it was a year ago. 

The progress has not been uniform or identical. 
The dangers which confront our brothers and sis- 
ters throughout the world are not eliminated. 
Millions of them still lie prostrate while injustice 
and wrong remain enthroned. Wars impend and 
preparations for wars continue to threaten the 
bonds by which the workers of the world ought 
to be united. We cannot feel secure in our own 
liberties, or view the future with satisfaction or 
equanimity, while these dangers continue. An 
early victory cannot be assured, even if the ul- 
timate outcome may not be in doubt, while na- 
tions are ruled by madmen who at a moment’s 
notice can plunge all the world into another 
catastrophe. 

Hopeful because of the gains we can record, 
we must cement the bonds of international solid- 
arity, carry the war for the defense of our ideals 
to the camp of our enemies, and bring nearer real- 
ization during the year which begins for us, the 
liberation of all who are oppressed and persecuted, 
wherever they may be, for while they are en- 
slaved we cannot feel free. 





What Happened At The 
TROTSKY HEARINGS IN MEXICO? 
Hear a Full Report by Members of the Preliminary 
ommission of Inquiry 
SPEAKERS 
JOHN DEWEY BENJAMIN STOLBERG 
SUZANNE LA FOLLETTE 
JOHN FINERTY — Counsel to the Commission 
Chairman — WILLIAM H. KILPATRICK 
Professor of Education, Teachers College, Columbia University 
Sunday, May 9, 8:00 P. M. 
at the MECCA TEMPLE — 130 West 56th Street 
Tickets — 50c and 25c on sale at the offices of the 
American Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky 
Room 1435, 22 East 17th Street, New York City 
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ATTENTION CANADIAN FRIENDS! JEWISH FRONTIER DINNERS 
In Toronto, Canada, the Jewish Frontier Dinner 


A number of “Friends of Frontier” have volun- will take place on Thursday, May sixth... In 
Chicago, Illinois, the Jewish Frontier Dinner will 
be held at the Covenant Club on Wednesday, May 
twelfth, (Rabbi Solomon Goldman, toastmaster) ... 
In Cleveland, Ohio, on Monday, May seventeenth 


teered to devote their services in Canada during the 
next few weeks on behalf of the educational activity 


of the publication. We should be grateful for any 


courtesy and cooperation extended to them by our . . . The Toronto, Chicago and Cleveland Dinners 
Canadian friends. The visitors to Canada include will be attended by Mr. Hayim Greenberg as guest 
Mr. Benjamin Heller, Mr. Dan Colman, Mr. Murray speaker . . . The League Chapters of these three 
Lewin and Mr. Lopatkin. cities are making elaborate preparations and expect 


very successful celebrations. 
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DIASPORA 


® by Abraham G. Duker 


HE OSTENSIBLE reason for the renewal of the 
sharp attacks of the Nazi regime against the Jews in 
Germany is the publicity given to Hitler by non-Jewish 
tsons of prominence at various meetings organized by 
ewish bodies, especially in the United States. The opin- 
ions of political observers is that the new measures serve 
the usual purpose of covering up the recent appearance 
of proclamations by the new liberty party in Germany, 
the continuous broadcasting of a Communist radio station 
and the usual increasing weaknesses of the regime. As it 
is, the Jews of Germany face the brunt of the attack. Jews 
in concentratoin camps were forbidden to send and to 
receive mail. Particular stringency was applied by the 
Nazis in the field of Jewish communal organization. It 
began with a closing up of sport clubs for two months 
and was followed up by the closing of training schools for 
prospective emigrants, prohibition of all Jewish meetings 
for a period of sixty days and discontinuation of classes 
in Hebrew and other modern languages. The lodges of the 
order of B'nai B'rith were completely disbanded. Many 
of the leaders are still in jail. The property of 
the Order was confiscated. Fifty prominent Berlin 
Jews were deprived of their passports. Anti-Jewish 
propaganda continued on all fronts. The assassina- 
tion of a Nazi leader in Argentine was widely 
utilized in order to make a second Gustloff case out of it. 
Jewish colonization in Russia was attacked because the 
Jewish colonists ostensibly force the Christians to speak 
Yiddish and to work for them. The Stwermer continued 
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with its excursions in the realm of imagination by bring- 
ing out the interesting theory that Mrs. Simpson’s name 
is really Suzanne and that she is a descendant of King 


Solomon. The League of Nations was attacked by the 
entire press for its attempts to aid the German refugees. 
Mrs. Einstein received the posthumous honor- of depriva- 
tion of her German citizenship. 


HE RECENT clashes between the Polish peasants and 

the police at an attempted celebration of a Polish 
national holiday by the peasants is an important factor 
in further alienating the peasant masses from the new 
Fascist party, ‘The Camp of National Unity,” which was 
founded several months ago by Colonel Koc. This new 
party adopted an open anti-Jewish program by refusing to 
admit individuals of the Jewish nationality to its ranks and 
by promising to hasten the Polonization of the economic 
life of the country. Its declaration met with the 
enthusiastic approval of the Endeks. The govern- 
ment is having its difficulties with a series of strikes 
caused by the rise in prices which made the cost of living 
15% higher than it was two months ago. A strike of 
road workers was culminated by a clash with the police in 
which four workers were shot. The Endeks tried to turn 
this strike tide into anti-Jewish channels, particularly in 
cases where Polish workers struck against Jewish employers. 
In some cities in the Posen district Jewish property was 
destroyed as a result. Pogroms, bombings and arson con- 
tinued. The most serious attack took place in Sokolow 
Podolski where eighteen Jews were seriously wounded. 
Other localities which suffered from Nara attacks are 
Rembertow, Lukow, Wilno, Grudziadz, Otwock and 
Zurowno. Cemeteries were desecrated in various localities. 
An attempt was made at Wilno to destroy the grave of 
the legendary proselyte, the Count Potocki. A Jewish stud- 
ent was killed in Karzowo. 

The government continues to encourage these acts of 
lawlessness by granting judicial immunity to their perpetra- 
tors. The trial of the accused of participation in the 
notorious pogrom at Minsk Mazowiecki resulted in their 
complete acquital. In a different trial two murderers were 
punished by two and a half years of imprisonment. Our 
report that the government discontinued the practice of 
trying Jews for insulting Poland was unfortunately pre- 
mature. During the past month a sixty-three year-old 
woman was sentenced to one year of imprisonment for 
this crime. A seventeen year-old boy received a sentence 
of seven months. The municipalities continued to aid the 
boycott movement. At Wilno two Jewish youths were sen- 
tenced to six and four years of imprisonment for participa- 
tion in a demonstration of protest against the pogroms of 
last November. In Wloclawek the weekly fair will 
be held on Saturdays. The city council of Katowice will 
not issue any more business licenses to Jews. ; 

Nara propaganda is now being distributed by airplanes. 
Without neglecting other phases of their work, the Naras 
are concentrating at present on attempts to pass ghetto 
laws in various professional associations. They succeeded 
in the engineering society, but failed in their attempt at 
the physicians’ congress. Their latest creation is the 
“Society for the Support of Polish Property” which will 
finance any attempts on the part of Poles to establish them- 
selves in business. The Endeks demanded that the Jews be 
deprived of Polish citizenship because they are “the main 
obstacle to Polish unity.” Although all student societies 
were disbanded, the anti-Semitic students are continuing 
their riots and bombings. 

The attitude of the Polish Socialists to anti-Semitism 
and to the defense of Jewish rights goes beyond mere lip 
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MAY DAY Greetings 


New York Clothing Cutters Union 
22 East Fifteenth Street, N. Y. 


MURRAY WEINSTEIN, Manager 
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service and pious resolutions: An example of this is the 
action of Polish workers in defending the Jews in Sterdin 
against the pogromists. Unfortunately, the best wishes 
of their leaders are limited by the fear of losing their 
followers many of whom are infected with the current 
anti-Semitic hysteria. An example of this was shown 
at the Socialist dominated municipal council of Lodz 
which was recently dismissed by the government. When 
the Left Poale Zionists introduced a bill which called for 
the distribution of emergency unemployment jobs in pro- 
portion to the national composition of the population of 
the city, all the Jews, including the Bund os gaan 
voted for it. All the Polish councillors voted against this 
measure. A victory for the right of Jews to work was 
scored by a Jewish factory owner at Zgierz who held out 
for six weeks against a sit-down strike of Nationalist 
Polish workers who demanded a 100% Polish staff in 
his plant. With the aid of Polish Socialist workers an 
agreement was reached whereby all jobs will be divided 
equally between Jews and Poles. 





Although the agitation for the mass emigration of the 
Jews has of late subsided somewhat, because of the realiza- 
tion of the government that such moves do not result in 
added respect for the country among the progressive na- 
tions, the present rulers have not abandoned their plan. 
A commission of three government representatives, includ- 
ing two Jews, is now on the way to Madagascar where 
they will investigate possibilities of Jewish colonization. 


HE COLONIAL regime of Tripolitania relented 

somewhat in its attitude to the Jews and promised 
to abolish the Sabbath restrictions, the resistance to which 
was the cause of flogging of Jewish residents of Tripolis. 
The Italian press continued to demonstrate the increasing 
trend to Nazism among the Fascists. The I/ Tevere called 
for racial restrictions against Jews and published a list of 
1,605 Italian-Jewish family names for future guidance. 
Particularly vicious is the campaign which is being waged 
now against Zionism. The outstanding Italian papers 
attack it continuously. A book by a Fascist leader, Urano, 
demanded its prohibition. The Jewish Fascists are re- 
peating Neumann’s tactics by joining in this attack under 
the assumption that “Zionists can’t be real Fascists because 
they are allies of England and that they ought to be treated 
as traitors.” The reaction of the Jewish population to 
these attacks can be seen clearly in the great increase of 
contributions to all Zionist funds in spite of this propa- 
ganda. The Zionist periodical Israel is continuing to de- 
fend its ideology in a dignified manner. 


The international campaign of Nazism, financed by 
Germany is continuing throughout the world. In Argen- 
tine, boycott propaganda is being widely spread by the 
Argentinian Action. In Mexico a ghetto was proposed 
for the Jews. The anti-Semitic Yugoslav party, Zdor, 
bragged about its hundred thousand members. However, 
the friendly demonstrations which greeted the arrival of 
Benes at the capital seemed to belie this contention. 
London witnessed attempts of Fascists to attack Jews and 
burn Jewish stores. A new fascist party, the National 
Socialist League, was formed by two adventurers who were 
expelled from Mosley’s British Union of Fascists. It 
stands for ‘“‘democratic Fascism” and anti-Semitism, but it 
promises to be “law-abiding.” A committee of Members of 
Parliament of all the parties is to be established there to 
protect Jewish rights in various countries and to aid the 
World Jewish Congress. In Roumania the recent family 
squabble bewteen King Carol and his brother Nicholas 
led to a deal between Magda Lupescu and the moderate 
wing of the Iron Guard, thus strengthening the anti- 
Semitic trend within the government group. The usual 
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student troubles took place in Hungary and the court 
there declared the Fascist parties to be legal. Strong steps 
against Nazism were taken by the South African Govern- 
ment which disbanded the Deutsche Bund and other semi- 
Fascist parties of South West Africa. The defeat of 
Degrelle at Belgium was greeted by lovers of democracy. 
The American press stated erroneously that Degrelle, 
though a Fascist, was riot an anti-Semite. It is now known 
that he did conduct anti-Semitic propaganda during the 
elections. The Nazi press advertised widely its expecta- 
tion of a record American representation at the celebration 
of the 200th anniversary of Goettingen University. 
Yale and Princeton Universities will not be represented. 
Harvard accepted the invitation half-heartedly. The re- 
cent strikes concluded by the ILGWU in Canada are the 
cause for the renewal of the attempt to establish Catholic 
anti-Semitic trade unions in Montreal. 

The spectre of Trotzkyism continues to haunt the up- 
building of the Jewish autonomous region in Biro-Bidjan. 
The recently appointed secretary of the region, Chavkin, 
was dismissed for Trotzkyism as were his two predecessors, 
Liberberg and Kattel. David Bergelson, outstanding Yid- 
dish writer, is now in disgrace for being friendly to Trot- 
zkyites. Many Lithuanian Jews were deported from Biro- 
Bidjan because of adherence to this group. The Soviet press 
labelled the entire Biro-Bidjan regime as corrupt. Only 
fifteen percent of the settlement quota (in actual num- 
bers 469 persons) for the first three months of 1937 were 
settled in the region. The failure of this attempt was 
traced by Litvakov, editor of the Emes, not to the corrup- 
tion of the regime but to the nationalist character 
of this undertaking. A proof that too much cannot be 
expected from the assumed change of attitude of the Soviet 
Government to religion was furnished by its refusal to 
admit prayer shawls to the country. 

As a result of the national autonomy granted in the 
Carpatho-Ruthenian region of Czechslovakia, Hebrew sig- 
natures are now recognized as legally valid in all commer- 
cial transactions. The Jews of Algiers expressed their 
sympathy with the proposal of granting civil equality to 
the Mohammedans of the region. The Jews of Smyrna, 
Turkey, decided to adopt the Turkish language and aban- 
don their own Ladino as a result of agitation in the Turk- 
ish press. The first Jewish community was organized in 
Valona, the capital of Albania. A unified Hebrew and 
Yiddish school system was organized in the province of 
Santa Fe in Argentine. The first Hachshara farm for the 
training of halutzim was established in Sweden. In the 
U.S.A. a great deal of attention was paid to the Land- 
steiner case, the Dickstein proposal for investigation of 
Nazi propaganda, a study of economic discrimination 
against Jews in white collar jobs and a study of the Jewish 
student population which are covered in the editorials of 
this issue. The arrival of Thomas Mann has strengthened 
the anti-Nazi sentiments among the liberals and progres- 
sives. The celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the 
Yiddish daily Forward ought to serve as a reminder of 


the decline of cosmopolitanism and growth of nationalism 
among the ranks of the Jewish Socialists. 





ae m4 Re AS OPT ALY eet 


~= ~*~ tes © A 4 A) 


> a tw oe oe OU.elUuMmlCUclCU lO 


_ ae nee oe ee 












May 1937 


Shekel Campaign 

THE LEAGUE CHAPTERS through- 
out the country have responded to the 
call of the Central Shekel Committee 
of the Labor Zionist Front. The 
chapters in Greater New York held 
a special meeting of representatives 
and organized their forces for a city- 
wide intensive campaign. Each in- 
dividual member of the League is 
pledged to sell at least 10 Shkolim. 
Our membership will meet the chal- 
lenge of the hour and help in bring- 
ing about the victory of the Labor 
Zionist ticket for the Twentieth Zion- 
ist Congress. 


Our Summer School 

THE LEAGUE together with the 
Hechalutz are sponsoring a Labor 
Zionist Summer School which will 
be held at the Hechalutz Farm. in 
Cream Ridge, N. J., (60 miles from 
New York City) under the direction 
of Dr. Solomon Zemach, Histadrut 
delegate and Dr. Alexander S. Ko- 
hanski, National Secretary of the 
League. 

The school will open Friday, July 
2nd and will extend over a period 
of three weeks, closing Sunday, July 
25th. A program of lectures and 
seminars, covering Jewish economic, 
political, and cultural life since the 
World War, and an intensive study 
of Labor Zionist ideology and prac- 
tice, is being planned. 

Those who attended the school last 
year have retained pleasant reminis- 
cences of the congenial atmosphere 
and the true spirit of comradeship and 
cooperation that prevailed in the en- 
tire program of activities. This year, 
many improvements will be made in 
the buildings and on the grounds. 
Outdoor sports and atractive social 
events will fill out the program be- 
tween lectures and seminars. 

The fee is $12.00 per week. Only 
a limited number of people can be 
accomodated, and those who will send 
in their reservations early will be 
given preference. All reservations 
should accompanied by a deposit 
of $7.50 per person. Make checks 
payable to the League for Labor Pal- 
estine, 1225 Broadway, New York 
City. 

A Fourth of July week-end at the 
Hechalutz Farm is being planned at 
the special rate of $6.00 for the 
three days, or $2.25 a day. Reser- 
vations should be accompanied by a 
deposit of $2.00 per person. 
Young People’s Conference 

THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHAPTERS 
of the League in New York will hold 
a Conference on Sunday, May 9th, 6 





LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


P.M., at the Hotel Pennsylvania. 
The general topic for discussion 
will be “American Jewish Youth and 
Labor Palestine.” This will be sub- 
divided into three panels, as follows: 
1) American Jewish Youth, 2) La- 
bor Palestine, 3) Aims of Labor 
Zionism in America. Dr. Alexander 
S. Kohanski will lead the discussion, 
and the following members of the 
Young People’s Groups will partici- 
pate as discussants: Henry Wallach, 
Judith Kalinsky, Jack Rycus, (Young 
Poale Zion Alliance), Jacob Soshuk, 
Miriam Gottlieb, Edith Diamond, 
Henry Neustadter, A. Aaroni. After 


the presentations by the panelists, 
the discussion will be open to the 
audience. This will give an oppor- 


tunity for all points of view to be 
heard. Meyer Bass will summarize the 
entire discussion. Goldie Myerson, 
Histadrut delegate, will greet the 
Conference. Youth groups of other 
Zionist organizations and of Jewish 
community centers are invited to at- 
tend. Mr. and Mrs. Milton Black, 
Miss Ruth Gruskin and Miss Ruth 
Massler are on the Reception Com- 
mittee. 

ACTIVITIES OF LEAGUE CHAPTERS 


New York: 

The Bronx Council reports ten or- 
ganized chapters which are function- 
ing in full swing. The newly-added 
group to the Bronx League, the Heb- 
rew-speaking chapter, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. I. N. Adler, held a 
meeting with Dr. Solomon Zemach 
as guest ype Twenty members 
have already joined the chapter. The 
other new chapters of this Council 
are Group No. 6, with Mr. L. Blech- 
man as Chairman; Group No. 7 with 
Mr. N. Aptekar, Chairman; Group 
No. 8 with Mr. M. Sheftman as 
Chairman; Group No. 9 with Mr. 
I, Wiener as Chairman. The Bronx 
Council will hold a Shekel Rally on 
May 2nd, 8:30 P.M., at Wilkins Hall, 
at which Ben Appelbaum, Histadrut 
delegate, and H. Ehrenreich, will be 
the guest speakers. On May 9th the 
Bronx Council will have its annual 
banquet. Goldie Myerson will de- 
liver the principal address. The pro- 
ceeds of this affair will go to the 
Hakshara Farm. 

The Social Workers’ Chapter held 
its monthly Forum last week at which 
Dr. Israel S. Wechsler spoke on 
“Psychiatry and Culture.” Dr. John 
Slawson, Executive Director of the 
Jewish Board of Guardians, presided. 
Over 250 -people attended. The next 
meeting will take place May 19, at 
the Central Jewish Institute. Miss 
Sophie Yudin will speak on ‘Prob- 








lems of the 20th Zionist Congress.” 
A group of social work students was 
formed under the leadership of Miss 
Bluma Shotlander and Mr. I. Papo, 
to study the aims and achievements 
of Labor Zionism. Mr. Abraham G. 
Duker led the first discussion on that 
subject. 


The Brooklyn Chapter wound up 
its Gewerkshaften Campaign with a 
dinner which was attended by 150 
people. This was a gala affair. 
Goldie Myerson inspired the gather- 
ing with her forceful descripiton of 
the recent developments in Labor 
colonization work in Palestine. Rabbi 
Israel Levinthal, Dr. A. S. Kohanski, 
and Miss Rose Stoloff also addressed 
the audience. Mr. Harry H. Har- 
rison, chairman, to whom can be 
ascribed the success of this event, re- 
ports that the quota of $1,000.00 for 
the campaign is reaching its peak. On 
May 2nd, 8:30 P.M. Mrs. Irma 
Lindheim, who has recently arrived 
from Palestine, will speak at the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center, under the 
auspices of the League and the Zion- 
ist District. 


The new Young People’s Chapter 
of Brooklyn under the leadership of 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Black, is mak- 
ing great progress. Miss Rebecca 
Natelson has been very helpful in 
the promotion of this group and 
of its program. Members of this 
chapter are participating in the 
Gewerkshaften Flower Day, in the 
Shekel Campaign, and in the Young 
People’s Conference. Their last 
meetings were addressed by Dr. A. S. 
Kohanski, and Mr. Aaron O. Wein- 
berg. 


A Club Leaders’ Chapter of the 
League was organized under the lead- 
ership of I. Cooperman and Abe 
Neustader. This group immediately 
stepped into active participation in the 
Young People’s Conference and other 
functions of the League. 


Two New Chapters were organized 
in Brooklyn. Misses Anne and Sarah 
Munves formed one group at a meet- 
ing which took place at their home last 
week. Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Kisch 
organized another group at a meeting 
held at their home. Both these groups 
are now planning intensive programs 
of activity. 


The Hebrew-speaking chapter of 
Manhattan was addressed by A. Meyer- 
owitz, on the topic, ‘Parity in Pales- 
tine”. Mr. A. Aaroni presided. The 
Brownsville chapter held a meeting at 
the home of Miss Feinerman, at which 
Mr. Zvi Weil spoke on “Ahad Haam”. 
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The Hebrew-speaking Council is 
sponsoring a theatre party for the 
“Golem”. The proceeds of this un- 
dertaking will go toward their quota 
for the Gewerkshaften Campaign. 
Miss Hayah Goodman is in charge of 
this project. Mr. Harry Goldstein 
and Joseph Boxenbaum are assisting 
in the Committee. 


Boston: 

A new chapter was organized by 
Miss Shulamith Soleveitchik. Mr. 
Allen Cushing addressed the gather- 
ing at their first meeting. Miss 
Norma Aronson was elected Secretary 
of this new group. 

Philadelphia: 

The April Forum of the Philadel- 
phia Chapter was addressed by Dr. 
Enzo Sereni. Hayim Greenberg will 
speak at their next Forum which will 
be held Monday evening, May 3, at 
the Hotel Commodore. 

Dr. Zemach's Tour: 

Dr. Solomon Zemach, Histadrut 
delegate, is now touring the Mid- 
Western states on behalf of the 
League. His visits to Mineapolis, St. 
Paul, Milwaukee, Chicago, Cleveland 
and St. Louis have called forth great 
enthusiasm on the part of the League 
chapters in those cities. In the month 
of May, Dr. Zemach will visit Louis- 
ville (1st and 2nd), Cincinnati (3rd 
and 4th), Pittsburgh (5th and 6th), 
Chicago (7th and 9th), Buffalo (10th 
to 12th), Rochester (13th to 14th), 
Ottawa (15th to 17th), Montreal 
(18th to 21st), and Albany (22nd to 
24th). 

Chicago: 

The Chicago Council tendered a 
reception to Dr. Zemach on his first 
visit to the League. Mrs. Claire Aron- 
son, Secretary of the Council, writes 
of the hearty welcome which the 
League members gave to Dr. Zemach. 
The cultural committee, consisting of 
Meyer Halushka, Leon Goldenberg, 
and Lincoln Wolfson, have completed 
their plans for a series of ““Chautaqua” 
lectures on the “Problems Confront- 
ing the World Zionist Congress.”” The 
local chapters which constitute the 
Chicago Council have also been very 
active in promoting their respective 
cultural and social interests. Mr. J. 
M. Nathanson, Mr. S. H. Holland 
were among the speakers at meetings 
of these groups. One of the outstand- 
ing events of the season, sponsored by 
the Chicago Council will be the Re- 
ception Dinner given in honor of 
Hayim Greenberg, one of the editors 
of the “Jewish Frontier”, on Wednes- 
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day evening, May 12, at the Coven- 
ant Club. Rabbi Solomon Goldman 
will be the toastmaster. The Geverk- 
shaften Campaign in Chicago, in 
which League members took a very 
active part, was concluded with a 
banquet, at which 3,500 people were 
present. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. Harris 


of Chicago paid a visit to the national 


office of the League during their re- 
cent stay in New York. They have 
made a distinguished contribution to 
the progress and development of the 
League in Chicago. Their positive 
outlook on the work of the organiza- 
tion, and their undaunted faith in our 
movement, are a welcome note of en- 
couragement to all of us. 


Cleveland: 

The national office of the League 
noted with great pleasure an article 
which appeared in the “Cleveland 
Preess” describing the outstanding dis- 
coveries of Professor Harry Goldblatt 
in the field of medicine. It is gratify- 
ing to know that while Professor Gold- 
blatt is engrossed in his scientific re- 
search, he also finds occasion to devote 
of his time and energy to the Profes- 
sional Chapter of the League, of which 
he is chairman. 


"Palestine Night" at Social 
Workers’ Conference 

The League for Labor Palestine, in 
cooperation with the Jewish Center 
Workers and the Jewish Educators, 
will sponsor a ‘Palestine Night’ at 
the forthcoming session of the Na- 
tional Conference of Jewish Social 
Welfare in Indianapolis. The Pales- 
tine Night will take place on Thurs- 
day, May 20, at 10 P. M., after the 
evening session of the Conference. 
The National Committee of Social 
Workers of the League, under the 
leadership of Miss Miriam Lipton of 
New York, and Mr. Harold Silver of 
Detroit, is making elaborate prepara- 
tions for this undertaking. The pro- 
gram will include an iatinellinn 
speaker and leading artists who will 
make this gala affair a memorable 
event of the Conference. Admission 
will be free of charge. 
League Conference in Cincinnati 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl, National 
Chairman, called a Conference of 
League chapters and other friendly 
groups of the Middle West, which 
took place in Cincinnati, Sunday, 
April 18th. Goldie Myerson was the 
principal speaker. Activities and the 
program of the League were the sub- 
ject of deliberation. 





close Monday afternoon. 





The National Convention of the League for Labor Palestine will be held 
June 12-14, 1937 in Baltimore, Md. 
All chapters are requested to send in the 
names and addresses of their delegates to the national office by May 24th. 


It will open Saturday night and 
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A Call to the Jewish Masses 





in America: 


HE TWENTIETH Zionist Con- 

gress convenes in hard and un- 

fortunate times. Conditions in 
the entire world are so painful and 
uncertain, that no one knows what the 
morrow may bring. Forces of reac- 
tion, darkness and destruction, threat- 
en to annihilate the best and the most 
beautiful that mankind has created. 
Hatred and violence spread mure and 
more in all countries. 


As always, in such times, the condi- 
tion of the Jewish masses has become 
the worst. Millions of Jews, deeply 
sunk in a life of persecution, degrada- 
tion and brutal attacks, are literally 
dying of hunger. 

In many countries, in cities and 
towns, Jewish youth stands _ helpless, 
without aim or perspective, dispirited, 
lost, impoverished, without a way to 
use its youthful power in creative, 
productive labor. 


In the past few years Palestine has 
become the way out for this youth. 
Thousands of unprivileged Jewish 
families were graciously received and 
settled in Palestine, and thus granted 
the opportunity to lead a free and 
honorable life. For the Jewish youth 
Palestine has opened spacious roads 
for construction and action, where 
young people may use their devotion, 
fire, and enthusiasm. Hundreds of 
thousands have aligned themselves 
with Hechalutz. Hakshara (training) 
farms are crowded with youths im- 
patiently awaiting the day when they 
will be given the opportunity to return 
to their homeland. 


Our great misfortune is that this sol- 
ution has become limited temporarily. 
The black forces that fight every ray 
of light and justice, had not the heart 
to observe passively the creation of a 
free, laboring Jewish people in Pales- 
tine. They refused to witness peace- 
fully how Jewish labor, the carrier of 
high social ideals, is growing and be- 
coming a leading economic and cultur- 
al factor in every phase of Jewish life, 
and they have kindled a fire of nation- 
al hatred among the Arabs towards 
the Jewish people. 

For full twelve months, Palestine, 
the only national reality in Jewish life, 
the country that within the past six 
years has absorbed close to a quarter 
of a million Jews from Germany, 
Poland, Roumania, and at the same 
time saved thousands of Jewish fami- 
lies from shame and destruction—this 
Palestine, for fully twelve months, has 
been compelled to defend itself with 
arms against wild attacks of ignorant, 
primitive, salf-savage hordes. 

The Yishuv of four hundred thous- 
and Jewish inhabitants in Palestine 
could surely have stopped the bloody 
riots). The Yishuv could have said 


but two words. It could have agreed 
to the stoppage of immigration, and 
then peace and silence would have 
ruled Palestine. But the Yishuv did 
not say that and will not say it. The 
Yishuv felt the whole responsibility 
that rested upon it at a time when 
millions found themselves in condi- 
tions of need, murder and shameful- 
ness. The Yishuv knew that its task 
was to keep the gates of the country 
open to the unfortunate Jewish masses. 
With this in mind the Yishuw stood 
day and night, month after month, 
fighting, bleeding and_ constantly 
building, creating new opportunities 
for work and life, waiting impatiently 
for the boats that are to bring thous- 
ands of new, homeless, tired, wander- 
ing Jewish families to its shores. 


With the outbreak of the riots our 
rights to Palestine have been chal- 
lenged anew. The British Govern- 
ment sent a Royal Commission to in- 
vestigate the causes of the riots, and to 
show ways whereby the repetition of 
such riots could be prevented. The 
concrete plans of this Commission are 
yet unknown. But at the time of the 
investigations we demanded our rights 
to a free immigration. We spoke with 
honor, dignity and claritv, pointing 
out objectively the possibilities which 
Palestine possesses to absorb millions of 
Jews. 

One thing is certain. 
sion will present plans which 
will definitely bear upon the _ lot 
of our work in Palestine in the 
near future. The Twentieth Congress 
will have to take a stand concerning 
those plans and pass far-reaching, res- 
ponsible resolutions. This Congress, 
therefore, must become a great demon- 
stration of the entire Jewish people, its 
will and its aspirations. This year the 
Coneress must speak in the name of 
millions of Jews. The English Gov- 
ernment must know and must feel that 
the Twentieth Congress represents in 
its resolutions the will of the Jewish 
people, and that its word has the mat- 
erial and moral backing of millions 
from among the Jewish masses. This 
makes for the imnortance and extreme 
urgency of the distribution of millions 
of shkolim this year. 

The difficulties which we encoun- 
tered in Palestine have become sharp- 
er, mainly because the Arab side is 
represented by a clique of the upper 
strata of land owners and clericals 
who wish to keep the Arab masses in 
a state of nationalistic excitement, so 
that the common people may not rise 
and throw off the heavy shackles of 
their own oppressors. 

Communication with the Arab mass- 
es and the way for Jewish-Arab coop- 
eration, over the heads of the present 
Arab leaders, can best be found in the 


The Commis- 


* Declaration issued by the LABOR ZIONIST CONFERENCE, April 10 and !1, 1937. 


progressive forces of Zionism, in Pal- 
estine labor and its leaders. 


However, not only for the outside 
work, but also for the inside work, 
must labor representation be strong. 
For only the Zionism of productive 
labor, which alone creates new posi- 
tions and finds new branches of pro- 
ductivity, regulating the labor market, 
and preventing the turning of Pales- 
tine into a place of free speculation, 
only such Zionism, led by such a labor 
class, will find the ways and means of 
bringing back to the country economic 
and social conditions for a new, 
broader Jewish immigration into Pal- 
estine. 


In order to realize this objective we 
must come to the Twentieth Congress 
with a greater number of /abor dele- 
gates, so that we may have the power 
and influence to keep this work in our 
hands and find new ways for a peace- 
ful reconstruction of Palestine. 


Let this be clearly emphasized. The 
Jewish labor class which has lived 
through the most difficult time in the 
rebuilding of the land, going constant- 
ly forward under the most dangerous 
and most fearful conditions; they who 
protected the land these last twelve 
months, and unceasingly stood watch 
day and night, defending the smallest 
outpost in Palestine, they are the only 
group in Congress that will be able to 
bring back a new, peaceful and crea- 
tive life in Palestine. 


We turn to all friends and sympa- 
thizers, to each and every Jew to 
whom the future of Palestine and the 
Jewish people is dear, with the appeal 
to distribute the Shekel for the Twen- 
tieth Zionist Congress, and to turn out 
in masses at the polls to cast their bal- 
lot for the Zionist Labor Front. 

Cmorades! Every Jew must become 
a fellow fighter for our hopes. Every 
Jew must this year possess a Shekel. 

The doubling of the number of 
Shkolim in the world, and, at least, a 
tripling of their number in America, 
will serve as a worthy answer of the 
Jewish masses to the outside attacks, 
to which our work is exposed. 


The tripling of the number of Shko- 
lim distributed by labor, and the 
strengthening of our representation at 
the Zionist Congress will be a proper 
answer to all our enemies, both from 
the reactionary right, and from the 
Communist left in Jewish community 
life. 

Let us show again that we are the 
main workers in the aspirations for a 
national rebirth of the Jewish masses. 

Unanimously let us start the great 
Shekel campaign. 

Assure the victory of a free Labor 
Palestine in these trying times. 
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Our popular front 
— the Shekel 


WHY DO PEOPLE UNITE TO FORM A POPULAR FRONT? 
WHY DO THEY AGREE TO NEGLECT THEIR DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 
FOR THE SAKE OF COMMON ACTION? 
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The example of France is the best. 
Right and left wing republicans, soci- 
alists, radical socialists (a mild 
enough group despite its fierce name), 
communists, have all agreed to sink 
their party differences and to fight the 
common enemy on a common front. 
For they know perfectly that if Col. 
de la Roque and the Croix de Feu 
people get into power they will, like 
the Nazis of Germany, not stop to ask: 
Where did you stand? What was 
your political color and affiliation? 
They will crush, stamp into the mire, 
destroy. 

Take the analogy of a besieged city. 
Take the analogy of Madrid. What 
would you think of Madrilenos who 
refused to take part in the defense of 
the city because they do not at all 
points agree with the principles of the 
government. For we know and they 
know that were Franco and his Moors 
and Italians and Germans to capture 
the city no quarter would be given, no 
mercy shown, no leniency exercised. 
To Franco the difference between a 
republican and an anarchist-syndical- 
ist and a trade-unionist is simply no 
difference at all. Off would come, ac- 
tually or morally, the heads of all. 


The United Palestine Appeal and 
the drive to sell Shekels coming at the 
same time will help to test the temper 
and the commonsense and the common 
self-preservative instinct of American 
Jewry. These things will show us 
whether the Jewish people has that 
minimum instinct for political action 
which characterizes other peoples. For 
history has itself rendered utterly vain 
and empty and meaningless any resist- 
ance to the common cause of the Jew- 


ish people or any standing aside from 
that cause. 


A dark age, the extent of which no 
can can tell, is upon us. Right or 
wrong, large-scale evacuations of our 
historical positions are taking place 
and must take place. Germany is the 
most sepctacular example and Poland 
the most crucial. There is, while this 
dark age lasts, no refuge or rebirth ex- 
cept in and through Palestine, includ- 
ing Transjordania. But British im- 
perial chicancery will without ques- 
tion seek to limit and confine and crip- 
ple that only necessary refuge and re- 
birth. If that is permitted to come 
about, if the development of Palestine 
is harshly checked, 5,000,000 Jews in 
Central and Eastern Europe will lose 
their only hope and their only outlook 
and their only moral support and will 
sink into a misery and a degradation 
unparalleled execpt by the Untouch- 
ables of India. 


Every Jewish position in the World 
and every Jewish point of apparent 
society and every Jewish right will be 
in imminent danger. There is one 
Jewish people. There is one Jewish 
problem which exposes to the light 
different phases of itself according to 
purely outside stresses. The Jew who 
does not give to Palestine or buy his 
Shekel, remote as he may seem to him- 
self to be from both Europe and Pal- 
estine, breaks the common front of a 
people’s necessary defense and delivers 
himself and his children up to degrad- 
ation and despair. 


The enemy is one. The danger is 
one. The ruthless conqueror when he 
enters the sacred city which you and I 


Because they have one enemy—the same enemy—and are exposed to 
one danger—the same danger. 
They know that if that enemy triumphs and that danger prevails, it will 
make no difference—none, absolutely none—where the individual stood 
in matters of opinion. 
He and all that he stands for and all that he aspired to will be 
destroyed. 


have not defended will not ask: were 
you orthodox or liberal, were you Zion- 
ist or not, were you Z. O. A. or Miz- 
rachi or a member of the Histadrut, 
did you give to the community chest or 
not, were you American Democrat or 
Republican? He will not ask. He 
will come with the old, old contemp- 
tuous cry of the Middle Ages: Hiero- 
solymn ist perdita! Jerusalem is lost! 
Hep! Hep! cried the crusaders as 
they waded through pools of Jewish 
blood. 


JEWS OF AMERICA, see to it that 
Jerusalem is not lost again! 


DON’T DECEIVE YOURSELVES. 
Money must be given. But money is 
not enough. Don’t put your consci- 
ences off with the exercise of rachmon- 
uth. It will not do. You are not ask- 
ed to have merely the traditional lev 
tov, the good and slightly sentimental 
heart. The besiegers are at the gate 
of your city. Your house is on fire 
over the heads of your children. Not 
only the houses of your brethren in 
Germany and Poland and Roumania. 
Yours. Even if with the eyes of the 
body you cannot see it. Nothing less 
will do than the gift of yourself, your 
voice, your vote, your moral being. 
This is what buying the Shekel means. 
This is what public adherence to the 
Zionist cause means, Nothing less. It 
is our common front against the com- 
mon enemy of us all. It is our 
people’s front. Our popular front. 
On the formation and valor and per- 
sistence of that popular front of the 
Jewish people today depends that 
people’s fate for decades if not for 
centuries. 


JEWS OF AMERICA form and sustain the popular front! 


JEWS OF AMERICA sign the Declaration in support of the Jewish 
National Home which is the symbol of your security and of the ending of 
your homelessness in the world! 

Buy the Shekel which will enroll your name in that great host of 
Jewish freedom who, in the hour of their need and the need of humanity 
itself, answered the summons with an instant: We are here! 
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Going Down to the Sea 


A great historical moment parallel to our return to the land 
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and a link between Palestine and Diaspora 


F I SHOULD be asked what event looms most 
important in the history of Palestinian coloni- 
zation during 1936, I should unhesitatingly an- 
swer: neither the disturbances nor the riots, but 
the inauguration of the Tel Aviv port. I am con- 
vinced that a review of events, judged ir historical 
perspective and unaffected by press ballyhoo, 
would reveal the real milestone in the past year to 
have been the creation of the Tel Aviv port. 
That innovation has indeed a permanent value 
which promises to give a new turn to our political 
and resettlement program. 

For the Tel Aviv harbor is a starting-point 
which leads up to the much larger maritime ques- 
tion. We should never forget the all-important 
fact that Palestinian Jews constitute only a pica- 
yune percentage of the Jewish people scattered 
throughout the world. And yet (barring one or 
two clusters of Jews in Persia and Iraq) we have 
no way of maintaining connections with the rest of 
the Jewish world, save by means of the sea. And 
in turn, no Jews—outside of those living in Syria, 
Mesopotamia, Turkey or Persia—can possibly 
reach us excepting by boat. Now inasmuch as 
communication with the diaspora plays a vital role 
in our work, our sea predicament creates a grave 
danger. Observe what happened during the riots. 
We suffered not only from the Arab “strike,” but 
from terrorist gangs, recruited not from local 
Arabs but in major part—if not numerically, at 
least from the point of view of their viciousness— 
made up of neighboring Syrians and Iraqui import- 
ed from bordering countries. These murderers 
had a direct land route for both entrance and eg- 
ress. But Jews who arrive to create, cannot come 
by land. They must take ship to enter Palestine. 
And yet, though sea communication is so all im- 
portant to us, Jews as such have no ships of their 
own. Many Jews in the diaspora constitute an 
appreciable power and possess economic, financial 
and in some cases even political influence. New 
York boasts an enormous Jewish population of 
two million which can sometimes turn the tide in 
mayoralty elections and which is no mean factor in 
determining the outcome of a hotly contested Pre- 
sidential campaign. It possesses financial power 


and controls many institutions and industries. 
But in one particular economic enterprise—that of 
the sea—Jews are complete outsiders. And yet 
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the realm of the sea is neither an empty one nor 
an unpopulated desert of water. In its own way, 
indeed, it is an inhabitated area, an immense eco- 
nomic resource, the main artery of communica- 
tion for humanity. On this vast expanse we have 
staked out no holding. Jews conduct many busi- 
nesses throughout the world. They own factories, 
banks and corporations—but on the boundless sea 
teeming with transports, freighters, passenger 
vessels, fishing yawls, tourist and scout-boats, we 
cannot find even one Jewish launch. Of their own 
volition, Jews have excluded themselves from this 
potential economic activity. And this self-elimin- 
ation has taken place despite overcrowding into 
various occupational fields, vain searching for new 
trades, and gasping for new means of livelihood. 

- Why have Jews neglected the mighty mart of 
the sea which promises economic openings to thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of diaspora families 
residing in coastal cities? Must Jewish workers 
in America, for example, devote themselves en- 
tirely to indoor shop work? Why should not some 
of them enter maritime occupations The same 
holds true of Jewries in Holland, England and 
similar lands. Why perpetuate a self-enclosed 
terra firma ghetto? 

And can we afford to resign ourselves to this 
situation? We who have undertaken the great 
and arduous task of gathering together a dispers- 
ed people and of bringing it back to the land by 
sea—can we submit to having the sea locked in 
our very faces? Even under the best of political 
conditions—we could not risk continuing in this 
predicament. Certainly at the present time, when 
not one of us knows what the morrow holds in 
store for us, we dare not accept a self-imposed in- 
junction which excludes us from the major part of 
the earth’s surface and leaves us without an inde- 
pendent link between the concentration of Jews in 
Palestine and the Jewish dispersions in other parts 
of the world. Somehow we must win our rightful 
place in maritime economy, the main artery of 
world communication. Does such achievement lie 
beyond us? 

A sound historical instinct led our movement to 
use as its point of departure the wish to return to 
the soil. Hence from the days of Bilu to those of 
Hechalutz, we were all transported with the de- 
sire to strike roots in the soil. Though we have 


























PORT IN PROGRESS: A Sea Hora 


achieved much in this direction, our agricultural 
conquest remains in its incipient stage still. And 
now, when we heed the call of the sea, we certain- 
ly do not aim to weaken or diminish our agricul- 
tural development. We do not propose to substi- 
tute seacraft for farming, nor do we urge self-de- 
dication to the sea at the expense of agriculture. 
We intend only to include maritime activities in 
their ‘proper place in our economic program. For 
clearly our future as a creative people and a milit- 
ant labor movement is bound up with our sea- 
strength no less than with our skill in working the 
soil. The time has come to expand our economic 
conquest and structure. We shall not budge one 
jot from our determination to inaugurate and de- 
velop more and more points of settlement on the 
land. But in addition to these land colonies, I 
foresee upon the sea highly promising and valu- 
able points of economic growth. Every Jewish 
sailing vessel will be both a “colony” and a source 
of strength. A Jewish boat means Jewish deck- 
hands, sailors and naval officers. Further, it im- 
plies not merely a Jewish boat, but a workers’ boat 
which, for me, is fully as much a labor settlement 
of economic, cultural and political value as any 
rural or urban center. Indeed the very mobility— 
its moving at will—increases its importance and 
strength. This fluidity does not suggest shiftless- 
ness but on the contrary indicates a flux of power 
and might. 

At this time, when we are forging the tools of 
self-defiance and rallying all our physical and eco- 
nomic forces to ward off the terrible dangers 
which beset us, we must above all embark on the 
high sea and undertake the high duty of establish- 
ing a solid maritime economy. This we can do 
only if our movement rouses all its latent powers 
of conquest and recognizes its new noble mission 
—to conquer the sea with the same strength dis- 
played in winning the Emek. The very effort has 
its own validity—even apart from its significance 
to our difficult political position. Extension into 


marine activities portends new economic possibili- 





ties and further opportunities for immigration, 
additional absorptive power, settlements and gen- 
erations of further strength. We must build up 
Jewish shipping, and as much as possible make it 
a proletarian Jewish marine. We need Jewish 
labor vessels not only for commerce and travel 
but also for broader reasons. First of all we must 
create a merchant marine: tens and hundreds of 
Jewish ships manned by Jewish workmen but un- 
der the tutelage of the Jewish labor movement— 
must sail the sea. These ships will drop anchor in 
the ports of Roumania and Poland to embark 
thousands of pioneers. This is not beyond our at- 
tainment since we have at our disposal pioneer 
forces the like of which no other national move- 
ment perhaps has ever enjoyed. True, we are not 
familiar with nautical trades and maritime econ- 
omy. None of us ever sailed before the mast. 
Yet how many Emek colonists farmed before they 
came there? There is no trade which we cannot 
learn to master. Without vital impetus, however, 
without throwing behind this endeavor all our 
movement’s enthusiasm (and by the movement we 
do not mean individuals or isolated groups, but 
the creative spirit of all Zionism), without this, I 
say, it will be impossible to attain our great goal. 
For we are land-bred and alien to the sea. As yet 
the lore of the waters is a closed book to us. But 
neither have we yet exploited all our hidden tal- 
ents. We ignore the wide extent of our own com- 
petency. The Histadrut is an instrument with in- 
finite capacity and resources which have not been 
exhausted, not by a long shot. Ina short time we 
have erected numerous institutions, every one 
playing a specific role in our society. But each of 
our institutions has obligations beyond its own 
needs. In addition to its specific functions each 
bears a direct relationship and responsibility to- 
wards other elements in our movement. Once we 
view our going down to the sea as a matter of 
great historical moment—parallel to our own en- 
trance into agriculture—the necessary strength will 
be found and the effort will be forthcoming. The 
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Histadrut institutions represent great potential re- 
sources. Also we may draw on the strength of 
the entire Zionist movement, whose character, 
purpose, method and will largely depend upon us. 
Just as we directed the Zionist movement toward 
the acquisition of national wealth, pioneering, ag- 
riculture—and we have not yet completed this dif- 
ficult task which runs counter to traditional dias- 
pora psychology—so we must now orientate the 
Zionist movement toward a new goal and begin to 
muster will power and wherewithal for the great 
nautical project required of us. 

Our entry into sea-commerce presents this ad- 
ditional advantage: It neither involves conflict 
with Aarb competition nor limits us within the 
confines of Palestine. The sea lies open, free and 
almost without bourne. Not only the Mediter- 
ranean at our door but all “the seven seas” of the 
world, the gigantic expanse surrounding the six 
continents. Nothing hinders our having ships 
docking at all ports of Europe, the Americas, 
Asia, Africa and Australia, just as nothing pre- 
vents the ships of all other nations from calling at 
our ports. Jewish boats will make Palestine 
known everywhere. By carrying the Jewish Pal- 
estinian flag to all corners of the earth, they will 
forge a new, living, heartening link between the 
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Yishuv in the homeland and scattered Jewish com- 
munities everywhere. Our boats shall bring tid- 
ings of Jewish labor and Jewish settlement to all 
dispersed Jewry which may thus also be stimulat- 
ed to engage in maritime work. 

We may use the ocean to batter down the walls 
between Palestine and the diaspora. We can 
build Jewish ships not only in Palestine but also in 
Latvia, Roumania, Holland and England. Land 
settlement can be affected only in Palestine. But 
Jews may penetrate into the sea from any land. 
Our movement at all times aimed at synthesis, at 
bridging Palestine with the diaspora, and the sea 
alone constitutes such a material bridge. Amer- 
ican-Jewish workers can share only metaphorically 
in agricultural resettlement. But nothing can det- 
er their actual participation, not only by financial 
contributions but by their own- labor, in a Jewish 
proletarian maritime scheme. Jewish deckhands 
in England, America and elsewhere may join the 
company of their seagoing Palestinian fellow- 
workers. Just as we acquire and build ships here, 
our comrades in other Jewries may do the same in 
their respective countries. The maritime profes- 
sion may thus form an economic framework in- 
cluding all branches of the Jewish people, all our 
workers and pioneers, wherever they may be. 


— Birth of Tel Aviv Port 


First Stages of Engineering Work 


Conceived in economic necessity and born in political crisis, 
its construction was inevitable for economic 
advance and security 


®@ by J. Shiffmann 


geet story of Palestine’s ports dates back to its 
earliest history. The ports of Askalon and 
Gaza recall the valor of the Philistines, who in- 
habited the coastal plain. Jaffa, called Joppa in 
ancient times, was an important commercial port 
to which Hiram floated his timber from Lebanon 
in response to Solomon’s request and it was also a 
passenger port of renown since it was from Joppa 
that Jonah set sail for the western Mediterranean. 
Later, in the Roman period, the great harbor of 
Caesarea was constructed as the Imperial naval 
base in the Middle Sea. Even in the years when 
Palestine languished under Ottoman rule, in addi- 
tion to Jaffa and Haifa, the lesser ports of Athlit 
and Tantura, Acre, Gaza and Caesarea were used 
for the export of grain and melons. 

The construction of the great port at Haifa a 
few years ago gave Palestine once again one of the 
finest harbors in this part of the Mediterranean 
but also served to divert attention from the small- 





er ports. Latterly Jaffa Lighter Port has been 
somewhat improved, while during the last few 
months a new maritime point has been established 
with the provision of harbor facilities in Tel Aviv. 


TEL AVIV'S ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE 


Tel Aviv, which over a short period of twenty- 
five years has established itself as a focal commer- 
cial point for Palestine, is situated north of Jaffa 
on the Mediterranean coast. The town stretches 
northward for some six kilometres to the Yarkon 
(or Auja) River and runs inland to a distance of 
about two kilometres. Within this area, the city 
houses a thriving population of some hundred and 
fifty thousand souls, providing them with dwelling 
accommodation, with offices and schools, cinemas 
and theatres, factories and sports grounds, hospit- 
als and libraries, museums and places of worship. 
Tel Aviv is more, however, than a point of urban 
settlement. It is the market town for a flourishing 




















agricultural hinterland with half the total orange 
plantations in the country and as much as 80% of 
the Jewish groves. The Jewish population in Tel 
Aviv and the surrounding villages amounts to over 
a quarter of a million, representing 57% of the en- 
tire Jewish population and 20% of the total popu- 
lation of Palestine. The city continues to progress 
and it is now becoming an important industrial cen- 
ter, responsible for the output of 49% of Pales- 
tine’s total industrial production. Raw materials 
and machinery destined for its growing industries 
were valued in 1934-35 at £P.900,000. The 
building industry is one of the most important in 
Palestine and here Tel Aviv accounts for 45% of 
the volume of Jewish building and a third of that 
of the entire country; its imports of building mat- 
erials are valued at £P.900,000 annually. With 
the needs of its population deriving from countries 
all over the world to satisfy, it is clear that Tel 
Aviv would take a large share of the imports into 
Palestine. In fact Tel Aviv takes 33% of Pales- 
tine’s total imports and 50% of the Jewish im- 
ports. Of the goods arriving at Jaffa Port, where 
about 1,500 tons were handled daily, at least 75% 
was intended for Jewish consumers and of this 
amount 70% was dispatched to Tel Aviv. Of 
Palestine’s exports, 36% are supplied by the fac- 
tories of Tel Aviv and the groves of the neighbor- 
ing countryside. When in a few years time the 
orange crop will approach twenty million cases, 
which have to be exported within a short season of 
a hundred days, a serious problem will arise from 
port inadequacies, for even if Haifa and Jaffa 
both take twice as much as they did last season, 
there will still remain four million cases to be 
handled through other ports. 


PRESENT PORT INADEQUACIES 


It is interesting to examine the rise in the ton- 
nage of shipping calling at Palestine’s two ports of 
Jaffa and Haifa. The total tonnage has risen 
from 1,800,000 tons in 1931 to 7,300,000 tons in 
1935; Haifa’s share of Near East shipping has 
risen from 6% in 1904 to 28% in 1935, while 
Jafta’s share has increased to 14% so that it is now 
level in importance with Beirut and registers 39% 
of that of Alexandria’s shipping. Moreover, Pal- 
estine’s tourist trafic has increased, a figure of 
106,823 travellers being reached in 1935. It is 
clear that even two ports are insufficient to cope 
with the shipping business which is now carried on 
in Palestine. 

When the Government decided a few years ago 
to construct a modern harbor at Haifa, plans were 
drawn up based on the then existing conditions in 
the country without sufficient consideration of its 
potential needs. Thus an area which was consid- 


ered ample in 1927 was found, even before the 
harbor was finally finished in 1933, to be insuffic- 











































PORT IN PROGRESS: Machinery on the Sea 


ient. Inadequate attention was paid, moreover, to 
the essential question of communications between 
Haifa and various centrés in the country. Road 
connections between Haifa and the Sharon orange- 
growing center, for example, are notoriously bad 
and the sorely needed coast road is even yet not 
complete. Rail services are slow and the neces- 
sary freight accommodation lacking. Jaffa Port, 
serving more than half of Palestine, is also badly 
connected with the rest of the country. There is 
only one main road joining Jaffa and Tel Aviv and 
this is hardly wide enough to allow for the present 
trafic. The vital question of communications was 
also not sufficiently considered when improvements 
were undertaken at Jaffa. Even with these im- 
provements, however, it is clear that Jaffa will not 
be able to satisfy the demands likely to be put upon 
it in the immediate future. 

It would not have been surprising had these fac- 
tors alone caused the citizens of Tel Aviv to turn 
their attention to the possibility of establishing 
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their own outlet to the sea. There were other con- 
siderations as well. There was the lack of sufhc- 
ient accommodation at Jaffa Port, the inadequacy 
of warehousing facilities. All these factors had 
long made the use of Jaffa Port a pis aller for the 
Tel Aviv business population. Matters finally 
came to a head this spring when the strike of the 
Jaffa lightermen completely paralysed the work in 
the port (where there are no Jews employed). 
When the abnormal conditions gave no promise of 
security for Jewish life or goods, Tel Aviv decided 
to satisfy its port needs along its own stretch of 
beach. ; 

The idea of a port in Tel Aviv was no new-fan- 
gled notion, born solely of the necessity of the 
hour. As early as 1920, plans had been drawn up 
for the construction of a port on the site of what is 
now the Casino, at the sea end of Allenby Street. 
Five years later, the idea was revived at the time 
the question of railway deviations was under 
discussion. In 1920 a definite scheme was elabor- 
ated for the building of a small harbor at the 
mouth of the Yarkon River and as recently as 
1934, the Government had considered the feasibil- 
ity of unloading timber consignments at that spot. 


BEGINNINGS OF TEL AVIV PORT 


Active work on harbor facilities for Tel Aviv 
began in earnest on May 17th, 1936. By common 
consent and with the full approbation of every citi- 
zen of Tel Aviv, it was decided to undertake work 
on the stretch of beach adjoining the Levant Fair 
Grounds near the mouth of the Yarkon. The Fair 
Grounds provided ready-made concrete roads and 
buildings easily convertible into warehouses. 
Moreover, the beach in front of the Fair Grounds 
offered the necessary depth of water, free from 
rocks, to allow lighters to be loaded just off the 
shore. 





PORT IN PROGRESS: “A beginning was made with 
the jetty...” 


The necessary funds were raised through shares 
offered for public subscription, an issue received 
with such enthusiasm that in a few days 12,000 
shareholders, drawn from every section of the 
community, had provided the sum of £P.75,000. 
This immediate response was a vote of complete 
confidence in the new venture. 

A beginning was made with the jetty, and a 
wooden customs shed sprang up over night. 
Work proceeded rapidly, for everyone concerned, 
the public, engineers, workmen, stevedores, were 
all convinced of the necessity of firmly staking a 
claim for the Tel Aviv jetty and of unloading im- 
port goods immediately. The jetty gradually 
stretched to a length of 220 metres with a breadth 
of 6% metres. Side by side with its construction, 
the urgent work of unloading went on—first with 
the stevedores wading into the sea, and then as the 
jetty grew longer, by means of lighters and cranes 
on the jetty. Finally official permission was 
granted for the loading of citrus in the season. 

The jetty itself has exceeded the expectations of 
even optimistic Tel Aviv. From the point of view 
of construction it has already grandly withstood 
the acid test of the first of the winter’s storms. As 
far as unloading is concerned, 116 days after 
its inception (and it should be remembered 
that further construction and lengthening went on 
simultaneously) as much as 25,193 tons of goods 
were handled. The record was reached on 
November 17th when 645 tons were unloaded, 
comparing not unfavorably with Jaffa’s average 
in a peak period of 1,000 tons. Sixty-nine steam- 
ers and twenty sailing vessels have weighed anchor 
off the Tel Aviv beach during the six months since 
the jetty was begun, bringing chiefly food and 
building materials. As a source of employment, 
the Tel Aviv jetty itself (apart from construction 
work) uses the services of 120 boatmen, 70 steve- 
dores, 110 porters and 80 transport workers. 
Twenty-four lighters are in use and others are be- 
ing built locally and ordered from abroad. 

In spite of general satisfaction however, it was 
clearly realized that real harbor facilities had not 
yet by any means been provided. First, there 
was no shelter for the lighters and secondly there 
was no calm water for the loading of citrus. As 
the work progressed, technical opinion began to be 
divergent. The lay population favored the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of the Yarkon. 
The writer himself, acting as advisor to the Tel 
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Aviv Harbor and Communications Council, advoc- 
ated the construction of a lighter port along the 
beach. The expert advice of Mr. Armstrong, for- 
mer Municipal Engineer at Alexandria, was asked 
and although he at first favored the river scheme, 
he decided finally in favor of the lighter port. 
The approach of the winter and of the orange- 
shipping season madé the question urgent and it 
was decided to forge ahead with the beach devel- 
opment scheme. In the meantime it had been pos- 
sible to invite Mr. Buckton, of the firm of Ren- 
dall, Palmer and Tritton, who had been respon- 
sible for the planning of the Haifa and Jaffa ports 
to advise regarding Tel Aviv. As Mr. Buckton 
was unable to arrive in Palestine until September 
17th and as time was short, it was decided to begin 
work on a small shelter, as the first step to a light- 
er port. As the citrus season approached, the im- 
portance of being able to dispatch exports from 
Tel Aviv overshadowed everything else. Work 
on the lighter port began during the quiet of Octo- 
ber with the aim of completing the construction in 
time for the orange export season in December. 


TEL AVIV LIGHTER PORT 


In view of the time problem, which 
dominated the situation, the lighter port had to be 
constructed further inland than had really been in- 
tended. Connection with the sea is being made by 
means of a channel twenty-five metres wide run- 
ning east to west with a depth of 214 metres. The 
channel is protected on both sides by breakwaters 
37 metres apart, allowing for a further widening 
of the channel at a later date. The protecting 
breakwater will eventually be continued to a depth 
of water of 4 metres. The sea walls are of a mas- 
sive construction of the gravity type and are car- 
ried on a height of 214 metres above mean sea 
level. It is hoped that by the end of the year at 
least half the height will have been built. The 
channel has been constructed straight, so that 
lighters may ride in on the waves. In order to ab- 
sorb the oncoming rush of water, a wave-trap has 
been designed opposite the channel opening; this is 
semi-circular in shape with a graded embankment 
to take off the shock of the waves and thus protect 
the basin lying south of the channel. The basin 
has a clear working length of 152 metres and a 
width between the quay and the west sea wall of 
70 metres. As I. write only a length of 100 
metres at a width of 43 metres has been dredged 
to the full depth of 2% metres. The present 
dredged area will provide shelter for some thirty 
or thirty-five lighters of approximately a 20 ton 
capacity each. This will mean a possibility of 
handling 500 tons of imports daily and of coping 
with a seasonal export of one and a quarter million 
citrus cases. The western sea wall is to be of a 
similar construction to that of the breakwater but 
the final 100 metres are temporarily built of wire 
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netting filled with stone, thus giving a rubble wall 
six metres wide; this will later be replaced by the 


‘continuation of the breakwater. The dredged sec- 


tion of the basin is to be adequately protected by 
the inner quay, which will ultimately be 152 metres 
in length, of which 77 metres have already 
been constructed. A transit shed of 70 by 30 
metres has already been completed. 

The entire area of the lighter port is amply 
served by a wide road running along and through 
the Fair Grounds and giving good connection with 
the town. The whole question of transport and 
communications has been carefully studied within 
the port area itself so that the lighter port and the 
jetty may work together as a single unit. The 
road serving the lighter port is to connect up with 
the roads in the Fair Grounds and a system of one- 
way traffic will be installed in order to speed up 
and facilitate transport. 

It has been assumed for purposes of calculation 
that during the citrus season which lasts roughly 
from December to April one may expect seventy 
clear working days. With a fleet of some thirty 
lighters, it will be possible to handle 17,000 cases 
of oranges a day. The transit shed which is al- 
ready in use will allow storage room for about 50,- 
000 cases, so that one and a quarter million cases 
can be handled by twenty-five storage units. 

The work is being carried out a high speed, for 
it is a brave fight against time to have everything 
completed by the orange season. Three hundred 
workers, working three shifts a day, are being em- 
ployed on the actual construction work. With the 
wholehearted cooperation of all who are engaged 
on the port, it is hoped that our aim will be 
achieved in time. 


FUTURE TASKS 


Even this, however, by no means completes our 
work. As far as the lighter port is con- 
cerned, much still remains to be done. The en- 
trance channel has to be protected far into the sea 
in order effectively to prevent silting. The protec- 
tive constructions must be carried southwards, 
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providing an additional wharfage of 70 metres 
south of the basin. The entire area of the port 
has to be paved; the transit shed should be doub- 
led in area and connection between the jetty and 
the lighters should be improved so that the transit 
shed may serve the jetty as well. The jetty must 
be carefully watched, particularly in the winter 
storms; and it must be further improved and leng- 
thened an extra 100 metres. Various building 
will be needed and both jetty and port have to be 
fitted with cranage machinery. Moreover it is 
necessary to install maintenance machinery, dred- 
ges and other similar equipments, in the lighter 
port area itself. 


The first stage of the work, that is the construc- 
tion of the jetty and the first section of the lighter 
port enabling the shipment of oranges, represents 
an expenditure of £P.65,000. But the complete 
lighter port scheme will probably bring it to more 
than double that sum and it is hoped that the pub- 
lic will continue to rally to its support. With the 
extra length of jetty and the enlarged port it 
should be possible to handle a 800-1,000 ton im- 
port and probably two million cases of oranges. 
This capacity could be even further increased by 
first class equipment. It is important to note that 
this would then satisfy not only present needs but 
the increased demands likely to be made during 
the next five years. The matter cannot, however, 
rest there. Tel Aviv needs, and must ultimately 
have, a deep water port which will not only meet 
the requirements of its import and export trade 
but will also accommodate passenger traffic and be 
in keeping with Tel Aviv’s important position. 
Whether the ultimate solution will lie in a joint 
port with Jaffa somewhere between the existing 
lighter port area and north of the common boun- 
dary or whether a similar construction might be 
possible nearer Tel Aviv and for Tel Aviv, it is 
not necessary to decide at the moment. What is 
clear, however, is that immediate steps should be 
taken by the Government to institute research and 
survey along the coast in question, to study its phy- 
sical features, the trend of currents, and the ques- 
tion of communicating roads, to precede the con- 
struction of a deep water port. The government 
should undoubtedly expedite the matter so that 
the mistake of inadequacy made at Haifa should 
not be repeated. 


The port was conceived in economic necessity 
and born in a political crisis. Its construction was 
inevitable, since without it the growth not only of 
Tel Aviv, but also of an expanding southern dis- 
trict was being cramped. A scheme of harbor de- 
velopment must be drawn up to meet the legiti- 
mate claims of Tel Aviv and the Sharon Plain so 
that economic advance may go forward unhamp- 
ered by lack of facilities or fear for the security of 
gocds or person. 
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Jews With 


A Five-Fold Plan for M 


®@ by Bar Kochba Meirowitz 


HILE MUCH energy and effort has been 


expended to redeem and develop every 
possible inch of land in Palestine, little has been 
done till now towards the ‘“‘conquest” of the sea 
and maritime activities. This sphere has at- 
tracted neither private nor national Jewish cap- 
ital. We have ignored the fact that our country is 
situated on the coast of the Mediterranean, which 
might become a source of livelihood for thousands 
of Jewish immigrants. We have completely over- 
looked the fact that Palestine cannot be properly 
rebuilt unless we secure an approach to the sea. 
Though we reclaimed and settled the Sharon Val- 
ley and the Shefela, we did not trouble to develop 
their sea-coast, extending for over ten miles. We 
have neglected to train and prepare our youth for 
maritime professions. Neither has anything been 
done to support those who on their own responsi- 
bility courageously took the first steps towards the 
revival of Jewish shipping. 


HISTORY OF THE UNDERTAKING 


T IS only during the past two years that various 

private individuals and circles within the com- 
munity have been engaged in studying this subject. 
After the 19th Zionist Congress the Jewish 
Agency devoted some attention to it and aided on 
a limited scale attempts and undertakings which 
were already under way. The Maritime Depart- 
ment of the Jewish Agency began to function in 
December, 1935. It set up a Maritime Commis- 
sion composed of the representatives of all those 
circles of the Yishuv directly or indirectly inter- 
ested. This Commission was charged to further 
in the Jewish community the idea of sea activity, 
to study plans for the development of Jewish ship- 
ping and fishing, to help to carry out these plans 
and to strengthen our position in the ports. 

The disturbances in April, 1936, and the conse- 
quent stoppage of work in the Jaffa port, provided 
an opportunity for the Maritime Department to 
secure direct sea access for the Yishuv in Judea. 
The building of a port at Tel Aviv became a vital 
question. On May 17, 1936, the Political De- 
partment of the Jewish Agency secured permis- 
sion from the High Commissioner to unload 
goods on the shores of Tel Aviv, and it was the 
Maritime Department which first demanded and 
later speeded up the building of the jetty. The 
foundation of the independent maritime undertak- 
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The Yishuv created a Jewish 
port, opening the first ac- 
cess to the sea, but even 
a gateway to the sea is not 
sufficient. 


ing of the Yishuv was laid with the sums first don- 
ated by the Keren Hayesod. 

As work on the shore of Tel Aviv progressed, 
and new openings in the Haifa port were made 
available to us, a great shortage of trained work- 
ers was felt. After much effort the Jewish 
Agency arranged for the training of dozens of 
workers, during the short period of two months, 
after which they were employed for unloading 
freight at Tel Aviv and Haifa. Thanks to these 
arrangements and to the facilities for settling 
groups of workers from other centers at Haifa 
and Tel Aviv, there are at present over a thou- 
sand Jewish workers in these two ports doing 
work formerly mostly in the hands of Arab 
laborers. 

It is still too early to appreciate properly what 
the Jewish people has achieved by this undertak- 
ing. Its significance is indeed incomparable with 













anything else in the era of Jewish national revival. 
Overnight the Yishuv freed itself from having to 
seek shelter in a strange and unfriendly environ- 
ment. During the space of a mere few months 
the foundation for a public enterprise of prime 
political and economic value was laid down. The 
Yishuv created a 100% Jewish port, thereby 
opening its first access to the sea. But this is not 
enough. We have so far only an opening; much 
has yet to be expended before it becomes a 
gateway. And even a gateway to the sea is not 
suficient. A gateway to the sea without Jewish 
boats; a Jewish port without a Jewish mercantile 
marine, will not suffice. Jewish boats without 
Jewish sailors, shippers and boatsmen have no 
meaning. This must be borne in mind when we 
work out future plans. 


THE FIVE-FOLD PLAN FOR OUR MARITIME 
UNDERTAKINGS 
OLLOWING THE large immigration of the 
last few years, the growth of building and in- 
dustry and the expansion of plantation areas in 
the country, there has been a corresponding in- 
crease in the number of ships coming to our 
shores. During the past ten years this number 
has been increased five-fold. Last year 3,750 
ships anchored; they brought imports weighing 
1% million tons, and left carrying exports weigh- 











ing % a million tons. The exports consisted 
mainly of citrus fruits. The import and export 
trade, plus transport of Jewish immigrants and 
tourists, absorbed hundreds of ships, sailing under 
foreign flags. About 4 million pounds were thus 
taken out of the country annually. The handling 
of freight at ports, and various kinds of work con- 
nected with travel, create another source of in- 
come for thousands of workers, amounting to 
about half a million pounds a year. The expendi- 
ture in this field of activity comes mainly from the 
Jewish community, yet our benefit from it is prac- 
tically nil. 

It is essential that we alter this situation. Our 
maritime enterprise should proceed on the follow- 
ing lines: 

(1) EXTENDING THE TEL AVIV PORT, 
and developing it in accordance with the needs of 
the Yishuv. The first part of the plan, which has 
just been completed, can only partially meet our 
requirements. Even today Jewish importers and 
exporters are laboring under serious handicaps in 
loading and unloading goods via Haifa. Jewish 
immigrants and tourists, too, are obliged to use 
the Haifa port exclusively, since it is the only one 
remaining open for use by passengers. The 
Yishuv, which so generously responded to the first 
call to gain its marine independence, should not 
and cannot contribute all the sums needed for this 
work. 

(2) CONSOLIDATION AND EXPANSION 
OF JEWISH SHIPPING: The merchant mar- 
ine of the various nations of the world are directly 
or indirectly supported by their respective Gov- 
ernments. It should not be supposed, likewise, 
that a Jewish merchant marine can be built up 
without the help of our national capital. National 
funds must lay the foundations for Jewish ship- 
ping by supporting the Jewish shipping lines ply- 
ing between Trieste-Haifa or Constanza-Haifa, 
which primarily serve the Jewish public. This 
season more than 50 ships were needed to handle 


Jewish exports, and this number will no doubt be 
greatly increased in the future. Jewish imports 
from the Continent also keep hundreds of ships 
and thousands of workers busy. The same may 
be said of the coastal trade between Palestine and 
the neighboring countries. It is highly desirable 
that the Funds should take the initiative in estab- 
lishing the beginnings of Jewish shipping, to en- 
able it to extend its scope. 
(3) TRAINING YOUTH FOR FUTURE 
MARITIME ACTIVPITIES: Special effort must 
be devoted to training our youth, both in Palestine 
and in the Diaspora, for the fulfillment of these 
new tasks. We must choose courageous young 
men to be educated for seamanship. Training 
camps and schools should be established as soon as 
possible, so that they may supply immediately the 
demand for expert sailors and seamen. 
(4) DEVELOPMENT OF FISHING ON 
THE PALESTINE COASTS: This should be 
started at once. The fishing trade in Palestine is 
worth approximately £100,000 annually, and is 
exclusively in non-Jewish hands. Experiments 
made by private individuals and companies in this 
trade have not succeeded. It can be established 
on a sound and profitable basis only if it bears the 
stamp of national control or influence. Fishing 
should be in the hands of men living in their own 
settlements, and aided in part by auxiliary farms. 
This important activity, in need of special sup- 
port, should absorb hundreds of Jewish families. 
(5) WORK AT THE PORTS: Thousands of 
non-Jewish laborers are at present engaged in the 
handling of freight at the ports. Until last year 
the number of Jews so occupied was infinitesimal. 
The attempts made in the past year to introduce 
Jewish dock labor met with great success. By es- 
tablishing quarters for such workers close to the 
city, and by giving them auxiliary farms we shall 
be able to settle about 2,000 men. 

These five main items form a program for a 
great maritime enterprise. 
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Jew and Arab at Haifa Port 


To make Haifa Harbor a proper place for Arab and Jewish 
workers — to work on equal terms in peace and friendship 


®@ by David Hacohen 


i hues WHOLE OF Jewish Palestine and all 
those to whose heart the interests of Pal- 
estine are dear, cherish the idea of the Tel Aviv 
port, which was a bare strip of sand a year ago 
and is now just as good an anchorage for ships 
as Jaffa. With proper planning, financial back- 
ing and government support, it may yet become 
the chief port of Palestine, built and worked 
solely by Jews. But for the time being, and for 
years yet to come, the only modern port, through 
which the bulk of Jewish imports and exports 
goes, is admittedly the port of Haifa. 

After cessation of hostilities less than twenty 
years ago, when Haifa was reopened for 
maritime trade, less than a hundred men were 
employed there in all the services, such as porter- 
age, lighterage, stevedoring, etc. There are other 
ports in the eastern Mediterranean, some of them 
carrying remote and glorious memories, ranging 
with the greatest maritime traditions. There are 
Tyre and Sidon which are today nothing but 
ruins. There are Beirut, Tripoli and Alexandria, 
which were all great ports on the coast between 
Smyrna and Alexandria, having served for hun- 
dreds of years a large hinterland. They are 
there today, but while nothing or next to nothing, 
happened to change their turnover and increase 
their importance, something cardinal happened to 
Haifa. There is a radical change: what used to 
be a roadsted is today a modern harbor. Four 
thousand men are employed. Two or three car- 
goes a week was the old record—twenty and more 
a day now. One need not go far to look for the 
reasons of the change. Something has happened 
in this part of the world, which has not affected 
Beirut, Tripoli, Alexandria and the dead bones 
of Tyre and Sidon. The country has been thrown 
open to Jewish immigration. Thousands and 
thousands of energetic and idealistic pioneers 
flocked into the country to develop it with the 
help of ready capital. Thus we have 1,500 
workers employed at the Haifa port and 
their number is growing with every year of Pal- 
estine’s amazing development. 

All this did not happen in a day. Not a single 
Jewish worker used to be employed as a manual 
laborer in the Haifa port area. It was completely 
manned by Arabs. It grew from year to year, 
for the supply of labor was forthcoming from 
the Arab villages in the neighborhood of Haifa. 
When the labor supply was insufficient, it was 
drafted from the distant villages in the hills 


around Nablus. In later year, when hundreds 
of new workers were needed, they came from the 
distant places beyond the frontier, from the Hau- 
ran, from Syria and from Egypt. Jews, however, 
were not there. This amazing development was 
effected by Jews, but they enjoyed none of the 
fruits. There was no government machine, amic- 
able and sympathetic, to draft Jews to maritime 
jobs. Their own organizing bodies were young 
and inexperienced. There was plenty to do for 
them: there were towns to build and colonies to 
settle. In every branch of employment people had 
to be broken in and trained. Harbors were over- 
loaded. So was Jaffa, the largest of Palestine’s 
ports until several years ago; so was Haifa. But 
we never stopped claiming our rights. We in- 
sisted on them because we knew that we were 
building the country and that we had to be present 
at every phase of its development. We cannot 
exist merely on the economic surface in our home- 
land, for we are bound to share in the main part 
of its very structure. We must admit that we, 
on our part, did not do all we might have done to 
press our own institutions to fight the government. 
The result was obvious in the Jaffa port during 


the disturbances. The guilt lies mainly with the 


weak, spineless, unprincipled Palestine Govern- 
ment. We were saved from disaster and humility 
in Haifa, mainly through the presence of Jewish 
workers inside it and at the gates. Closely but 
steadily the Jewish workers in Haifa entered the 
port area, guided by prudent and wise local lead- 
ership. It is true, they are mainly engaged by 
private employees, of course Jewish, but the main 
fact remains that they were permanently, employ- 
ed in the harbor and that they were on the spot. 
Jews hardly ever worked in similar employments 
in their countries of origin. They had to be 
broken in. They had to compete with Arabs, 
who were from time immemorial accustomed to 
hard physical labor. To improve their competitive 
power and at the same time in order to save a 
great and ancient Jewish community from destruc- 
tion, the secretary of the Histadrut in Haifa, 
Aba Chushi, went twice to Saloniki, where Jews 
were occupied in harbor work for generations, 
to choose and arrange the transfer of suitable 
port’ workers to Palestine. Hundreds of these 
tough experienced Saloniki Jews came to the coun- 
try and about a hundred of them are admittedly 
the best porters in the wholeof the port area in 
Haifa. Other bodies were helping and cooperat- 
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ing. The Jewish Agency gave its full support in 
advising as well as negotiating with the govern- 
ment. The body of Jewish workers in Palestine 
responded willingly to the appeal and the Haifa 
Labor Council relied to a great extent on the 
assistance of the organized manpower of the 
kibbutzim. The “Kibbutz Hameuhad”, for in- 
stance, assigned a special plugah called ‘‘Plugath 
Hayam,” which numbers about 200 people, and 
settled permanently on the Haifa Bay. The Jew- 
ish orange exporters through their local managers 
were helping in every respect and viewed with 
favor the employment of Jewish porters during 
the orange season, which lasts more than four 
months in the year, and which last year absorbed 
from 300 to 500 workers daily. Special courses 
were organized to train groups of stevedores as 
well as to teach the manning of boats. Machinery 
was introduced to perfect the process and improve 
earnings, and whereas only a year ago goods had 
to be bodily carried, this is now done with the 
help of specially constructed trucks and tractors. 
The government was constantly approached to 
employ Jewish labor in porterage but was hope- 
lessly hostile. It took us years to fight our way 
through. From 600 to 1000 porters are em- 
ployed by the government. They are paid out 
of money collected by port authorities, included 
in the custom dues, most of it coming from Jew- 
ish importers, but all spent only on Arab porters. 


Lately, through a determined pressure by the 
Jewish Agency, we succeeded in introducing about 
one hundred Jewish porters into government por- 
terage in addition to the hundreds employed until 
now in the privately-paid porterage work, dealt 
with directly by Jews without the intervention of 
the government. Altogether from 1,500 to 1,600 
Jews, the number varying with the season, are 
employed today in the Haifa harbor, earning a 
living wage. This is a costly result of a deter- 
mined action. But we are very far from the goal. 
The position is still to be fortified. We are 
bound to fight the government and insist on our 
full share in government porterage. We have 
the full right to expect every Jewish importer and 
exporter to use Jewish labor. Even then it will 
mean the employment of a number of Arabs ten 
times as large as that employed before we came, 
to say nothing of indirect Arab benefits and the 
unquestionable improvement in Arab wages and 
conditions of labor achieved through the fact of 
our presence and labor cooperation. The Arabs 
know this, and in spite of unrestrained propaganda 
and incitement, they understand and accept our 
claim, while it is very significant that the relations 
between Jewish and Arab workers and their lead- 
ers in the Haifa port are most amicable and were 
hardly ever spoilt even in the midst of the troubled 
waters of last year. Those who know how often 
clashes occur on racial and other grounds, espe- 
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cially amongst port workers, where people of 
different races work together, will especially ap- 
preciate this fact. This is a very gratifying en- 
couragement to all of us and with careful handling 
and wise guidance there is no ground whatsoever 
to fear an opposition from this side. 

But this is only a start. We must yet fortify 
the position conquered. We have to gain skill. 
We must penetrate into new positions, build 
boats, train fishermen and man ships that go on 
the great seas. We must strive ahead to make 
Haifa harbor a proper place for Jewish and 
Arab workers to work on equal terms, in peace 
and friendship as distinct from Jaffa, a place of 
bloodshed, riot and willful exploitation. We shall 
make it so! 


INTRODUCING NACHSHON 
HE ORIGINAL Nachshon, after whom the 


Histadrut named its labor maritime com- 
pany, is said to have been the son of Amminadab, 
a descendant in the fifth generation from Judah 
and brother-in-law of Aaron. The same Nach- 
shon was appointed by Moses as prince of the 
tribe of Judah, and though his tribe was but 
fourth in the order of the Patriarchs, yet at the 
dedication of the Tabernacle, he was the first to 
bring his dedicatory offering. Through Boaz, we 
are told, Nachshon had the distinction of being 
the ancestor of David. So much for biblical data 
on Nachshon’s aristocratic lineage. 

Rabbinical literature gives us further insight 
into Nachshon’s personality and family. Owing 
to his direct descent from Judah, and to his being 
the lucky progenitor of so many kings, Nachshon 
is extolled by the Rabbis as a very noble man. 
Indeed, Nachshon’s sister, Elisheba, married 
Aaron, and this is especially mentioned as a hint 
that one should take care to select a wife whose 
brothers are noble. But Nachshon’s supreme 
distinction, and his popularity with the Histadrut, 
lies in the legendary fact that at the well-known 
crossing of the Red Sea, he, Nachshon, was the 
first to spring into the water. Whence his name, 
the Hebrew for “stormy sea-waves.”’ Because 
of that intelligent act of infectious heroism, he 
was chosen to be the first to bring the dedicatory 
offering. And for that reason, too, though so 
many centuries have been indifferent, Histadrut 
labor has given his name to a resurrected Jewish 
sea enterprise. 

We are informed by rabbinical literature that 
Nachshon was a model prince and was even called 
“king.” When the princes of the different tribes 
were required to bring their offerings, each in a 
separate day, Moses was embarrassed, not know- 
ing who should be first. But all Israel pointed at 
Nachshon, saying: ‘He sanctified the name of 
God by springing first into the Red Sea; he is 
worthy to bring down the Shekinah; therefore he 
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shall be the first to bring down the offering.” It 
is worth mentioning that the offering brought by 
Nachshon is pointed out as having been his very 
own, and not that of his tribe. For a letter, 


whose numerical value is six, may be found in 
the words of his account. This letter indicates 
conclusively that Nachshon was the ancestor of 
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six men—David, the Messiah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah—each of whom in turn was 
distinguished for six distinct praiseworthy qual- 
ities, which would take too long to discuss in this 
brief context, and for which, indeed, we lack both 
scholarship and authority. So much _ for 


Nachshon. 


Nachshon, 


Ltd. 


The Newest 
Phaze of 
Jewish 
Colonization 


Hitsdarut's delegate to America 
reports the organization of mari- 
time cooperatives and Palestine 
Labor's new colonization by sea 


®@ by Goldie Myerson 


NLY A YEAR ago—last May, to be exact— 

one month after the riots broke out in Pal- 
estine, nobody would have prophesied a port in 
the all-Jewish city of Tel Aviv. But the Arab 
strike which closed the Jaffa port to Jews was 
attended by a miracle: the birth of the Tel Aviv 
seaport. It is true, we had no expert Jewish port 
workers, no expert port engineers—only groups 
of volunteers, workers who waded into sea water 
—and somehow a port, a solid port, materialized 
in but a few months. I shall never forget the 
profound enthusiasm which prevailed when the 
first bags of cement were landed in Tel Aviv. 
And now in the spring of 1937, paper, lumber, 
iron, cement, oranges are being handled in Tel 
Aviv in home-built boats. And every port worker 
is a member of the Seamen’s Union of the Fed- 
eration of Jewish Labor in Palestine, a member of 
the great labor organization, the Histadrut. To 
600 maritime workers in Tel Aviv add the 1,500 
port workers of Haifa, all members of the young- 
est union in Palestine, and incidentally of one of 
Palestine’s oldest professions, though to Jews a 
dead one for centuries. Today Jews who have 
crossed seas too often as passengers and as exiles, 
have met with a liberating force: they are on the 


threshold of becoming sailors, fishermen and pi- 
lots, of earning a livelihood on the sea as well as 
on the land and in the factories. We are face 
to face with the newest contribution to Jewish 
rehabilitation in Palestine. 

The wholesome sense of rebuilding a mother- 
land led Jews to the field and farm, for no people 
can exist without a firm tie to the soil. But one 
of the great gifts—if not the greatest with which 
Palestine is abundantly endowed and which has 
not been put to use until now—is the sea. 

The return of Jews to the soil of Palestine is 
considered by many as one of the miracles of 
modern times. A nation which for centuries has 
been away from the soil, prohibited from owning 
land and became a typical urban people, sent 
thousands of its youth to their homeland to work 
on the land. And this youth has not only per- 
formed the labor willingly, realizing it imperative 
for the rebuilding of the country—but has ex- 
pressed so much love for the soil and so much 
joy in its work that many still find their devotion 
almost inexplicable. 

For many years the possibilities of the return 
of the Jewish people to Palestine has been con- 
ceived. But many wondered if an urban people 
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would be successful in redeeming swamp and des- 
ert land. How quickly could Jewish city-dwellers 
introduce modern methods of agriculture and mod- 
ern machinery into its farms, they asked? How 
quickly might we populate the country because 
of success in agriculture? 


The Zionist organization and the Histadrut, 
the Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine, 
have both spent money and energy in training 
pioneers for years, even before they came into 
the country, to adapt immigrants to agriculture. 
We look upon each new settlement not only as a 
possibility of livelihood for the group which is 
already there, but as a source of possibilities for 
new immigration—the one thing uppermost in our 
minds whenever we consider any new enterprise in 
the country. How proud have we been in the last 
few years of every attempt, no matter how small, 
of new industry in the country! Industry, as well 
as agriculture was to answer not only the need 
of employment for people in the country (which in 
turn means new immigrants) but to provide what 
is the essence of Palestine itself: the creation of 
an independent status for the Jewish people. 


For centuries we have been in a position which 
has forced us to be dependent upon the creations 


of others. For this reason so much love is show- 


ered on everything produced through the labor 
of Jewish workers. We were enstranged not 
only from the soil, but also from the sea, in spite 
of the fact that Jews (probably more than any 
other people) have made use of the sea in their 
constant wanderings. We have always been 
immigrants on the sea, never the crew. We have 
not manned the ships which carried our people 
over many waters to all corners of the earth. 
To Palestine, too, Jews come by the sea. Thou- 
sands reached its shores by boat. Products to 
the value of millions of pounds annually are being 
imported and exported by Jews, by way of the 
sea. But until very recently we have, in some 
mysterious way, overlooked the potentialities this 
holds for our future development. Until 
last year Palestine had two ports, at Jaffa and 
Haifa. Mainly serving the Jewish community 
in the country, these ports offered few opportuni- 
ties for Jewish workers. In the years of larger 
Jewish immigration, 1932 to 1936, the number of 
ships that came into the Jaffa port was doubled. 
In 1932, 221,000 tons of goods were unloaded 
in the Jaffa port. In 1935, 403,000 tons. Al- 
though Jewish export and import constituted 70% 
of the goods that were handled in this port, yet 
not one single Jewish longshoreman or porter 
could find employment on these docks. Three 
times have Jews been stoned and killed in Jaffa 
which lived off its harbor activities, activities sup- 
plied mostly by Jews arriving in Palestine and 
receiving their goods through Jaffa port. Twice 
we went back to the murderous city as soon as 
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those who stoned and murdered us were willing 
to take us back. 

When the riots broke out again in 1936 and 
authorities closed the Jaffa port, the Jewish com- 
munity in Palestine decided that in this field, too, 
we must declare our independence. Exactly one 
month after the riots flared up in Jaffa, Jews be- 
gan work on the Tel Aviv port, and today, only 
nine months after the government gave permission 
to build the port, 600 men are employed as long- 
shoremen, porters, and stevedores. The money 
that is now paid to the Jewish workers in the Tel 
Aviv port creates new possibilities for agricultural 
building and industry in the country—that is, pos- 
sibilities for new Jewish immigration. 

Only one who suffers because of Jewish de- 
pendence can realize the joy which Palestinian 
Jews feel when we see boats anchored in the 
waters of Tel Aviv, when we see those hundreds 
of young men who have had no training, either 
in the building of a port or in the loading and 
unloading of boats, work there with joy and 
great efficiency. It is only the determination of 
our youth to live an independent national life 
that has made it possible for this port to be built 
almost overnight. For months, the heavy sledge 
hammer used in the construction of the port could 
be heard all over Tel Aviv, day and night. Night 
after night young and old would gather at the 
port to see how the work progressed. 

Every day boats arrive and leave this new Tel 
Aviv port. During the year, workers will have 
received in salary the amount of 40,000 pounds, 
or $200,000. Boats—motor boats, sail boats— 
used in this port today are being built in Tel Aviv. 
But the Federation of Jewish Labor, the Histad- 
rut, inaugurated activities in connection with the 
sea long before the Tel Aviv port was started. 
For years we struggled with the British Govern- 
ment for the right of Jewish labor in the Jaffa and 
Haifa ports. Through those efforts of the His- 
tadrut, there were employed about 200 Jewish 
workers at Haifa docks, and because these work- 
ers were so successful in establishing a spirit of 
friendship and cooperation with their Arab co- 
workers, it was not necessary to close this harbor 
during the Arab riots. Today we have in the 
Haifa port over 1,500 Jewish workers. In order 
that there may thrive such a number of Jewish 
workers, and in order that they may earn the 
minimum wage necessary for a Jewish worker in 
the country, the Histadrut has invested over 2,000 
pounds in machinery. Methods of work were so 
improved that the Jewish workers did not have 
to labor under primitive methods generally fol- 
lowed in the Government port. 

Over a year ago, the Histadrut organized a 
cooperative of men working on lighters in the 
Haifa port; recently, the same organization cre- 
ated a cooperative of fishermen. In both of our 
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cooperatives, thousands of pounds were invested. 

When the Tel Aviv port was started, the Jew- 
ish population of Palestine had to provide the 
means with which to build it. Histadrut members 
and Histadrut institutions were among those who 
have bought close to 50% of the shares sold for 
the Tel Aviv port up to date. Realizing now the 
full importance of all work connected with the 


sea in the ports and on ships, realizing that the . 


Mediterranean is not a boundary of Palestine but 
that the sea is rather the bridge which joins our 
small country to the wide world, and more specific- 
ally to the Jewish world, we know that we must 
have boats of our own. We must train our people 
for work on the sea as we have trained them, these 
many years, for work on the soil—one more step 
towards the economic independence of our people 
in Palestine. 

For this purpose, the Histadrut has organized 
a new company, the Nachshon Ltd., and as the 
Nachshon in the legend was the first to jump into 
the Red Sea, so has the Histadrut again taken 
upon itself the initiative for a new and most im- 
portant undertaking in Jewish life. Nachshon 
Ltd., has already made large investments in the 
Tel Aviv port, and will continue to do so in the 
future; it will supply means for the construction of 
a large and modern Jewish sea enterprise. But 
it will also have as its objective to buy ships, train 
people, develop fisheries in the country and make 
of the sea and its possibilities an important factor 
in the upbuilding of our country. 

The Histadrut has, in Palestine, sold shares in 
the Nachshon Ltd., to the amount of 20,000 
pounds, 15,000 pounds of which were invested 
in the Tel Aviv port. And now the Histadrut, 
through Nachshon, asks American Jewry to back 
an additional 30,000 shares at $5.50 each. A 
small share, surely, towards bringing Jews back 
to the sea as workers. American Jews should 
know how important, economically and politically, 
they can be in the solution of the Jewish problem 
through the upbuilding of Palestine: they are for- 
tunate in being members of the largest Jewish 
community in the world, under a democratic 
government, with more or less economic security. 
But this fortunate position also places great des- 
ponsibility upon American Jewry. 

The Histadrut believes that American Jews 
will consider it a privilege to participate in the 
growth of Jewish shipping, in upbuilding a 
Jewish port. By doing so they will definitely 
increase the boundaries of their home country 
and bring Jews of the entire world into closer 
contact. At the same time, they will give to 
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Zionism a most important economic factor. 

As David Ben Gurion has written in ‘these 
pages of the Jewish Frontier: 

“The sea in Palestine just as land, awaits a 
liberating force. We Jews have been torn from 
the sea more than from the soil—therefore the 
sea is even more alien to us than the soil. For 
hundreds of years we have been land dwellers. 
We have crossed the seas as passengers, not as 
crew, even as we have eaten the fruits of the soil 
as consumers, not as producers. But we have 
heeded the call of the soil in Palestine, and, 
though city-bred, we have become ploughmen, 
gardeners, fruit and vegetable growers, bee-keep- 
ers, and poultry and cattle raisers. Is it not then 
possible for us, though land-bred, to become sail- 
ors, fishermen, boatmen, bargemen, oarsmen, 
mates, pilots, captains? 

“The conquest of the soil by an urban people 
was the first great adventure of our movement 
in Palestine. The second adventure still awaits 
us—the conquest of the sea. 

“The Mediterranean is the natural bridge which 
joins our small country to the wide world. The 
sea is an organic, economic and political part of 
Palestine. And it is yet almost unpossessed. The 
force which drove us from the city to the farm is 
now driving us from land to the sea. It opens new 
and boundless horizons. Our pioneer movement 
at home and abroad, our growing youth, both 
students and workers will find in the sea a wide 
scope for adventure. Groups of sea pioneers will 
be organized in all coastal cities outside of Pales- 
tine. The best of our youth will study naviga- 
tion and sea-faring. The youth of Palestine, par- 
ticularly those living on the coast, both in cities 
and villages, will find on water what the farmer 
finds in the earth: a source of life and sustenance. 
Beginning with water sports and ending in salt 
manufacture, we will create a new type of Jew, 
who will complement and add color to the type we 
created through agriculture. We must remember 
that Palestine encompasses both land and sea.” 

American Jews will respond to this new phase 
of Zionist activity as they have responded to land 
colonization, health work, cooperatives and many 
needs of the Federation of Jewish Labor in the 
past. Their imagination will be captured by the 
opportunity of creating sea-faring positions for 
Jewish labor. For American Jews, the work of 
Nachshon, the maritime enterprise of the His- 
tadrut, will have a meaning which implies the wel- 
fare of the whole Jewish people, the further | 
healthy growth of Palestine, and the investment in 
the future of our Jewish youth. 
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Facts You Should Know— Jo Sows 


About Nachshon, Ltd., the Tel Aviv Port, and The significance of the new Tel Aviv Port is enormous. - 
Jewish Maritime Activity in Palestine. It has made it possible for the YISHUV to free itself, 
* almost overnight, from the need of seeking shelter in an 
@ Nachshon, Ltd., was officially registered on April 14, 1937, with unfriendly environment. With a Jewish port we have laid 


a capital of $250,000, with the main object of carrying on all : ee 
maritime businesses and enterprises, in Tel Aviv and Haifa. the foundation for new colonizing work. Through 


The first Directors of Nachshon, Ltd., are: David Ben Gurion, Nachshon, Ltd., the Histadrut is creating new labor 
of the Jewish Agency Executive; Isaac Brudni, Director of ‘bilities for J We shall h be th 

—_ oy ye J. oe mee vig ved of Unemployment POC es TOF SEE, S SNSE NAVA COCO TO Te Se 
Fund of the Histadrut; Aba Chushi, Secretary, Histadrut of ° ‘ . . 
diss hee Stun, Depuby thayerel Tol Aviv: Bed Kateonsleon, Yet a gateway, alone, is not sufficient. Without Jewish 
Editor of “Davar"; David Remez, Secretary of the Histadrut. boats, without Jewish merchant ships; without Jewish 
Jewish workers in Haifa's port now constitute 35% of all port 7 : 

workers; 650 stevedores and boatmen, 200 porters, 400 team- sailors, longshoremen, shippers and boatmen, the Port 
sters, 50 chauffeurs. During October to March (the orange can have no meaning. 

season) 650 additional Jewish workers, mainly porters are oa 

employed. 

When Jews entered government work in Haifa port wages THIS NEW ENTERPRISE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 
were |6 piastres (80 cents) a day; by an investment of $10,- 

000 through Nachshon, Ltd., in machinery and derricks, the : . . ee 
Histadrut raised workers’ wages to 35 piastres ($1.75) a day. American Jews will respond to this new phase of Zionist 
Jewish workers in Haifa port have created friendly relations activity as they have responded to land colonization, 
with Arab workers. In cooperation and partnership with health work, cooperatives and other Histadrut activities 
Arabs, there was organized two years ago a cooperative of tthe ss —_— “i . 
boatmen (motor-boat bargemen) called "Ogen". The Hista- in the past. Their imagination will be captured by this 
drut —— organized “Ogen" invested $5,625 in this new opportunity of creating seafaring positions for Jew- 
a ish labor. For American Jews the work of Nachshon, 


There are today on the Haifa bay four collective groups or- ae i | ’ : 
ganized under the Histadrut in which it invested $2,500. the maritime enterprise of the Histadrut, will have a wide 


The Histadrut invested $1,250 in establishing a Fishermen's meaning: the healthy growth of Palestine: the investment 
eegeretve. in the future of our Jewish Youth 

The Tel Aviv Port besides employing about 100 builders pro- ‘ 

vides at present for 120 Jewish boatmen, 80 stevedores, 150 

porters, 40 truckmen and 60 carpenters. In the orange 

season an extra 100 Jewish workers are needed. 

The Histadrut has invested $10,000 in the Hevrat Prica (loading and unload- 

ing group) of Tel Aviv. 

The Histedrut maintains another Fishermen's Cooperative in Tel Aviv. Tear Out arc Mail 
Ten thousand dollars were spent on a freighter used in Tel Aviv. What is be- 

ing urgently considered now is the purchase of a Jewish passenger ship. 

The Histadrut has, in Palestine, sold shares in the Nachshon, Ltd., to the At Once 
amount of $100,000 of which $75,000 were invested in the Tel Aviv port; with 


the additional investments of Histadrut institutions and individual members 
this constitutes about 50% of the total amount of shares bought in the port. With Your Check ! 


BUY YOUR SHARE IN NACHSHON Ltd. 
JELP THE HISTADRUT RETURN JEWS TO THE SEA — AS WORKERS! 


Palestine Labor M 
PACHAION 1700, Seats Ce ee 
AMERICAN HONOR ROLL 


W ISHING to contribute to the maritime development of Palestine and thus participate with others in the upbuilding of 
the country, I hereby agree to forward the sum of $ , for which I am to receive ww. Shares of 
the Nachshon, Ltd., for each $5.50 contributed by me. 

I enclose on account the sum of and the balance to be forwarded by me on 
» 1937. 
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Name. 


Address. 
NOTE: Make all checks payable to the Nachshon, Ltd. An acknowledgement for same pending the receipt from Nachshon, Ltd., will be 
forwarded to you by the National office. od 
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